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Nursing–RN

The nursing–RN program of study requires 123 s.h., including 
32 s.h. of credit in the major. The remaining hours are 
acquired through prerequisites, articulated transfer work, 
and electives; visit the section titled "Nursing–RN/3+1 
Agreements" that follows. Students must hold a valid nursing 
license (RN) and an Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) or 
Diploma in Nursing. All students must maintain a cumulative 
grade-point average (GPA) of at least 2.50 to earn the 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing (BSN).
The program is designed to offer registered nurses the 
opportunity to build on their nursing knowledge and 
experience by earning a BSN. Students take courses that 
focus on professionalism and patient safety, research, 
informatics and healthcare technologies, improvement of 
health systems, leadership, professional engagement, and 
community and public health.
Students may transfer coursework completed at other 
colleges and universities to satisfy the prerequisites, general 
education requirements, and electives for admission to 
the College of Nursing (visit "Admission to the Nursing–RN 
Program" under Admission [p.  ] in this section of the 
catalog). Once a student is admitted to the program, the 
student has the option of completing the required 32 s.h. in 
three, four, or five semesters.
The program is delivered online, with limited face-to-face 
meetings for the community health and quality improvement 
practicum experiences. Students may be required to drive up 
to 100 miles to a regional practicum setting. Students may 
apply to complete a practicum experience or an immersion 
experience in Eswatini, Africa or Amsterdam, Netherlands.
The College of Nursing participates as a receiving institution in 
the Iowa Statewide Articulation Plan for Nursing Education: RN 
to Baccalaureate.
The nursing–RN program requires the following coursework.

Prerequisite Courses
In addition to holding an Associate Degree in Nursing or 
Diploma in Nursing and an active registered nursing license 
(RN), students must complete articulation equivalent courses 
of composition I and II, anatomy, physiology, microbiology, 
nutrition, psychology, sociology, human development, speech/
public speaking, and statistics prior to enrollment. Visit RN 
to BSN 3+1 on the College of Nursing website for specific 
guidance based on transfer institution.
In addition to these courses and the general education 
prerequisites that follow, students complete 6 s.h. in general 
electives.

General Education Courses
Students complete 12 s.h. in required general education 
areas. Students who have not completed the second level of 
a world language must select the fourth general education 
course from the Values and Society or Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives area.

Course # Title Hours
All of these:
International and Global Issues course 3
Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts course 3
Values and Society or Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives course

3

A fourth course in any of the three general 
education areas above

3

Major Courses Required for 
Nursing–RN
Course # Title Hours
All of these:
NURS:3111 Caring for Vulnerable 

Populations
3

NURS:3518 Pathology 3
NURS:3590 Advancing Practice, Policy, 

and Profession: RN-BSN
3

NURS:3690 Nursing Informatics and 
Healthcare Technologies: 
RN-BSN

3

NURS:3790 Research and Evidence-
Based Practice: RN-BSN

3

NURS:4190 Innovative Health Systems: 
RN-BSN

3

NURS:4195 Quality Improvement 
Practicum: RN-BSN

2

NURS:4490 Leadership and Professional 
Identity: RN-BSN

3

NURS:4690 Community and Public 
Health: RN-BSN

3

NURS:4695 Community and Public 
Health Practicum: RN-BSN

2

NURS:4890 Capstone: RN-BSN 1
Nursing Elective
At least 3 s.h. from these:
NURS:3110 Healthcare Finance 3
NURS:3198 Distance Education: 

Independent Study
1-3

NURS:3199 Independent Study 1-3
NURS:3620 Gerontological Nursing 3
NURS:3731 Healthier Living for Well-

Being
1

NURS:3732 Global Health Nursing 3
NURS:3734 Introduction to Human 

Genetics
3

NURS:3737 Care of the Patient in Pain 3
NURS:3740 End-of-Life Care for Adults 

and Families
3

NURS:3741 Nurse Residency Role 
Transition Seminar

3

NURS:3742 Selected Topics in Nursing 1-2
NURS:3744 Critical Care Nursing 3
NURS:4096 Distance Education: Honors 

Independent Study
3

NURS:4098 Honors Seminar 1
NURS:4099 Honors Independent Study 3

Visit RN–BSN Plans of Study on the College of Nursing website 
for semester-by-semester views of required coursework 

https://nursing.uiowa.edu/academics/rn-bsn/RN-BSN-3plus1
https://nursing.uiowa.edu/academics/rn-bsn/RN-BSN-3plus1
https://nursing.uiowa.edu/academics/rn-bsn/plans


2  Bachelor of Science in Nursing, BSN

for full-time (three semesters) and part-time (four or five 
semesters) study for fall and spring entry.  Sample plans 
represent one way to complete a program of study. Actual 
course selection will vary and should be discussed with an 
academic advisor.

Honors in Nursing
The College of Nursing Honors Program provides seminars 
and independent study experience for qualified students in 
nursing major courses. In order to pursue honors studies in 
nursing, students must maintain a University of Iowa GPA and 
a nursing major GPA of at least 3.50.
The honors program in nursing enables students to explore 
subject matter based on individual interests, needs, and 
goals. It provides opportunities for self-initiative, research 
experience, scholarly writing, intellectual and personal 
development, and it challenges students to grow and excel. 
Students who fulfill the requirements of the program graduate 
with honors in nursing.

Nursing–RN/3+1 Agreements with 
Iowa Community Colleges
The nursing–RN program at the College of Nursing has RN to 
BSN 3+1 agreements with area community colleges in Iowa 
for qualifying nursing graduates to seamlessly transfer to the 
UI College of Nursing to finish their Bachelor of Science in 
Nursing (BSN) degree in a minimum of three semesters. Under 
the 3+1 structure, nursing students complete the Associate 
Degree in Nursing (ADN) program at a community college and 
then complete the BSN.
The nursing–RN program at the College of Nursing provides 
access to baccalaureate education for nurses throughout the 
state. The 3+1 partnership provides enhanced opportunities 
for unparalleled leadership experience while allowing students 
to continue working in their communities as they complete 
their degree.
Visit RN to BSN 3+1 on the College of Nursing website for the 
agreements with multiple higher education institutions around 
the state of Iowa.

Combined Programs
Nursing–RN/DNP
Undergraduate-to-graduate (U2G) programs are available 
for BSN students with the nursing–RN subprogram who 
are interested in earning the Doctor of Nursing Practice 
(DNP) provided they meet program-specific admission 
requirements. For information about the DNP, visit the Doctor 
of Nursing Practice, DNP in the catalog.

https://nursing.uiowa.edu/academics/rn-bsn/RN-BSN-3plus1
https://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/nursing/nursing-dnp/
https://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/nursing/nursing-dnp/

