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Spanish, BA
Requirements

The Bachelor of Arts with a major in Spanish requires a 
minimum of 120 s.h., including at least 30–34 s.h. of work 
for the major. Students must maintain a grade-point average 
(GPA) of at least 2.00 in all courses for the major and in all 
UI courses for the major. A maximum of 15 s.h. of approved 
transfer credit may be counted toward the major. Students 
must also complete the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
GE CLAS Core.
All required and elective courses taken for the Spanish major 
must be numbered 2000 or above. A minimum of 12 s.h. for 
the major must be numbered 3000–3999. At least 6 s.h. for 
the major must be numbered 4000–4999. All courses at the 
4000–4999 level must be taken at the University of Iowa in 
the Department of Spanish and Portuguese; no transfer credit 
or study abroad courses are accepted.
Students may apply a maximum of 6 s.h. total of approved 
coursework taught in English or Portuguese toward the major. 
This includes coursework taught in the Department of Spanish 
and Portuguese or in another department, as approved by 
their advisor. All other courses for the major must be taught in 
Spanish. Acceptable courses taught in English are listed in the 
section "Spanish Courses Taught in English."
In planning coursework, students should be guided by the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences maximum hours rule: 
students earning a BA may apply a maximum of 56 s.h. 
earned in one department to the minimum 120 s.h. required 
for graduation, whether or not the coursework is accepted 
toward requirements for the major; students who earn more 
than 56 s.h. from one department may use the additional 
semester hours to satisfy requirements for the major (if the 
department accepts them), and the grades they earn become 
part of their grade-point average, but they cannot apply the 
additional semester hours to the minimum 120 s.h. required 
for graduation.
The BA with a major in Spanish requires the following 
coursework.

Requirements Hours
Foundation Course 0-4
Required Core 12
Electives 18
Optional Concentration

Foundation Course
Spanish majors must complete SPAN:1502 Intermediate 
Spanish II or the equivalent.
This requirement may be fulfilled through high school 
language study, transfer credit, or placement examination, or 
by completing one of the following courses.
Course # Title Hours
SPAN:1502 Intermediate Spanish II 4
SPAN:1503 Accelerated Intermediate 

Spanish (a maximum of 4 
s.h. may be applied to the 
major)

6

SPAN:1505 Intermediate Spanish 
for Heritage Speakers (a 
maximum of 4 s.h. may be 
applied to the major)

5

Required Core
Students must complete one course in Hispanic linguistics, 
two courses in Hispanic cultures, and one course in writing.

Hispanic Linguistics
Course # Title Hours
At least 3 s.h. from these:
SPAN:3099 Spanish Linguistics Lab I 1
SPAN:3100 Structures of Spanish: Words 

and Sentences
3

SPAN:3105 Linguistic Aspects of the 
Lusophone World

3-4

SPAN:3110 Spanish Sound Structure 3
SPAN:3120 Foundations in 

Sociolinguistics
3

SPAN:3130 Introduction to Bilingualism 3
SPAN:3151 Spanish Applied Linguistics 3
SPAN:4100 Introduction to Spanish 

Phonology
3

SPAN:4150 Introduction to Spanish 
Syntax

3

SPAN:4170 Second Language 
Acquisition

3

SPAN:4190 Topics in Hispanic 
Linguistics

3

SPAN:4195 Spanish Linguistics Lab II 3
SPAN:4205 Culture, Language, and 

Health
3

Hispanic Cultures
Course # Title Hours
At least 6 s.h. from these:
SPAN:2200 Introduction to Spanish 

American Cultures
3

SPAN:2300 Spanish Language Skills: 
Reading

4

SPAN:2400 Readings in Spanish 
Literature

3

SPAN:2500 Readings in Spanish 
American Literature

3

SPAN:2800 Screening Latin America 3
SPAN:2900 Music of the Hispanic World 3
SPAN:2901 Diversity and Cultures in 

Spain
3

SPAN:3205 Spanish Health Narratives 3
SPAN:3215 Medellin 3
SPAN:3225 Latin American Women 

Writers
3

SPAN:3230 Modern Mexico 3
SPAN:3240 Mexico City 3
SPAN:3250 Buenos Aires 3
SPAN:3290 Topics in Cinema and 

Society
3

SPAN:3310 Spanish American Short 
Story

3
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SPAN:3320 Spanish American Poetry 3
SPAN:3350 Contemporary Spanish 

American Literature
3

SPAN:3370 Topics in Literatures and 
Cultures

3

SPAN:3500 Topics in Culture of the 
Hispanic World

3

SPAN:3520 Introduction to Film Studies 3
SPAN:3600 Cultures of Spain 3
SPAN:3610 Hispanic Institute: Culture 3
SPAN:3620 Madrid 3
SPAN:3630 Spanish Youth Culture 3
SPAN:3650 Fitness Culture in Spain 3
SPAN:3750 Literature in the Time of 

Cervantes
3

SPAN:3790 Hispanic Institute: Literature 3
SPAN:3820 Modern and Contemporary 

Spanish Literature
3

SPAN:3840 Contemporary Spanish Short 
Story

3

SPAN:4330 Colonial Spanish American 
Literature

3

SPAN:4390 Topics in Spanish American 
Literature

3

SPAN:4650 Don Quijote 3
SPAN:4690 Topics in Spanish Literature 3
SPAN:4805 Chicano Cinema 3
SPAN:4850 Topics in Cultural Studies 3
SPAN:4900 Latin American Studies 

Seminar
3-4

Writing
Course # Title Hours
At least 3 s.h. from these:
SPAN:2000 Spanish Language Skills: 

Writing
4

SPAN:2005 Writing Global Spanish 3
SPAN:3000 Cultural Narratives for 

Heritage Speakers
3

SPAN:3010 Advanced Spanish Speaking 
and Writing

3

SPAN:3020 Journalistic Writing in 
Spanish

3

SPAN:3060 Introductory Workshop on 
Creative Writing in Spanish

3

SPAN:4950 Advanced Workshop on 
Creative Writing in Spanish

3

Electives
Students complete six elective courses in Spanish (prefix 
SPAN) numbered 2000 or above for a total of 18 s.h. Electives 
may include coursework in Spanish language skills as well as 
more advanced language courses that focus on specialized 
language functions and purposes. Related courses must be 
approved by the director of undergraduate studies.
A maximum of 3 s.h. earned in PORT:2500 Accelerated 
Intermediate Portuguese may be counted toward the 
major. PORT:2000 Accelerated Elementary Portuguese does 
not count toward the major and may not be used as elective 
credit.

Some Advanced Placement Program (AP) credit is considered 
to be equivalent to a Spanish course at the 2000 level. 
Students may count 3 s.h. from AP Spanish Language and 
Culture and/or AP Spanish Literature and Culture exams with a 
score of 4 or higher as elective credit.

Spanish Courses Taught in 
English
A maximum of 6 s.h. from courses taught in English may be 
applied to the major.
Course # Title Hours
SPAN:2050 Spanish in the United States 3
SPAN:2700 Introduction to Latin 

American Studies
3

SPAN:2850 Brazilian Narrative in 
Translation

3

SPAN:2901 Diversity and Cultures in 
Spain

3

SPAN:2905 Ecotourism and Culture in 
Costa Rica

3

SPAN:3105 Linguistic Aspects of the 
Lusophone World

3-4

SPAN:4805 Chicano Cinema 3
SPAN:4900 Latin American Studies 

Seminar
3

SPAN:4925 Topics in Film Narrative 3

Optional Concentrations
Students have the option to complete a 12–13 s.h. 
concentration. They choose four Spanish courses approved 
in one of the three concentrations: linguistics, cultures, or 
professional communication. These courses may be electives 
or they may fulfill requirements for the major.

Linguistics
Course # Title Hours
At least 12 s.h. from these:
SPAN:3100 Structures of Spanish: Words 

and Sentences
3

SPAN:3105 Linguistic Aspects of the 
Lusophone World

3-4

SPAN:3110 Spanish Sound Structure 3
SPAN:3120 Foundations in 

Sociolinguistics
3

SPAN:3130 Introduction to Bilingualism 3
SPAN:3151 Spanish Applied Linguistics 3
SPAN:4100 Introduction to Spanish 

Phonology
3

SPAN:4150 Introduction to Spanish 
Syntax

3

SPAN:4170 Second Language 
Acquisition

3

SPAN:4190 Topics in Hispanic 
Linguistics

3

SPAN:4195 Spanish Linguistics Lab II 3
SPAN:4205 Culture, Language, and 

Health
3
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Cultures
Course # Title Hours
At least 12 s.h. from these:
SPAN:2200 Introduction to Spanish 

American Cultures
3

SPAN:2300 Spanish Language Skills: 
Reading

4

SPAN:2400 Readings in Spanish 
Literature

3

SPAN:2500 Readings in Spanish 
American Literature

3

SPAN:2800 Screening Latin America 3
SPAN:2850 Brazilian Narrative in 

Translation
3

SPAN:2900 Music of the Hispanic World 3
SPAN:2901 Diversity and Cultures in 

Spain
3

SPAN:3205 Spanish Health Narratives 3
SPAN:3215 Medellin 3
SPAN:3225 Latin American Women 

Writers
3

SPAN:3230 Modern Mexico 3
SPAN:3240 Mexico City 3
SPAN:3250 Buenos Aires 3
SPAN:3290 Topics in Cinema and 

Society
3

SPAN:3310 Spanish American Short 
Story

3

SPAN:3320 Spanish American Poetry 3
SPAN:3350 Contemporary Spanish 

American Literature
3

SPAN:3370 Topics in Literatures and 
Cultures

3

SPAN:3500 Topics in Culture of the 
Hispanic World

3

SPAN:3520 Introduction to Film Studies 3
SPAN:3600 Cultures of Spain 3
SPAN:3610 Hispanic Institute: Culture 3
SPAN:3620 Madrid 3
SPAN:3630 Spanish Youth Culture 3
SPAN:3650 Fitness Culture in Spain 3
SPAN:3750 Literature in the Time of 

Cervantes
3

SPAN:3790 Hispanic Institute: Literature 3
SPAN:3820 Modern and Contemporary 

Spanish Literature
3

SPAN:3840 Contemporary Spanish Short 
Story

3

SPAN:4330 Colonial Spanish American 
Literature

3

SPAN:4390 Topics in Spanish American 
Literature

3

SPAN:4650 Don Quijote 3
SPAN:4690 Topics in Spanish Literature 3
SPAN:4805 Chicano Cinema 3
SPAN:4850 Topics in Cultural Studies 3
SPAN:4900 Latin American Studies 

Seminar
3-4

Professional Communication
Course # Title Hours
At least 12 s.h. from these:
SPAN:2000 Spanish Language Skills: 

Writing
4

SPAN:2010 Spanish Language Skills: 
Speaking

3

SPAN:2040 Spanish for Heritage 
Speakers

3

SPAN:2080 Business Spanish 4
SPAN:2090 Medical Spanish in 

Contemporary Society
4

SPAN:3000 Cultural Narratives for 
Heritage Speakers

3

SPAN:3010 Advanced Spanish Speaking 
and Writing

3

SPAN:3020 Journalistic Writing in 
Spanish

3

SPAN:3030 Translation Workshop: 
English to Spanish

3

SPAN:3050 Translation Workshop: 
Spanish to English

3

SPAN:3060 Introductory Workshop on 
Creative Writing in Spanish

3

SPAN:3080 Spanish for International 
Business

3

SPAN:3092 Spanish in the Community 3
SPAN:3903 Introduction to Medical 

Spanish-English 
Interpretation

1,3

SPAN:4950 Advanced Workshop on 
Creative Writing in Spanish

3

Study Abroad
The department participates in study abroad programs in 
Spain, Portugal, and Latin America; most of these programs 
offer both summer and semester or yearlong programs. The 
programs in Spain include the Board of Regents Hispanic 
Institute program in Valladolid (summer only); Cultures of 
Spain (Madrid, summer only), University Studies Abroad 
Consortium (USAC) programs in Alicante, Bilbao, Madrid, 
and San Sebastián; and Council on International Educational 
Exchange (CIEE) programs in Alcalá de Henares, Alicante, 
Barcelona, Madrid, and Seville. The programs in Portugal 
include the CIEE program in Lisbon.
The programs in Latin America include Eco-tourism and 
Culture in Costa Rica (winter only); USAC programs in Chile 
(Santiago), Uruguay (Montevideo), and Costa Rica (Heredia); 
CIEE programs in Argentina (Buenos Aires), Chile (Santiago), 
and Dominican Republic (Santiago). For information about 
other international study programs in Spanish, contact
International Programs Study Abroad.
Participation in a number of different programs allows the 
department to offer study abroad opportunities that take 
into account a variety of student interests and needs. Credit 
earned in these or other study abroad programs may be 
applied toward the requirements for the Spanish major. The 
amount of credit that may be accepted varies according to the 
program.
Interested students should contact the department's study 
abroad advisor. Credit earned in study abroad programs other 

https://international.uiowa.edu/study-abroad
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than those listed counts as transfer credit and is subject to the 
15 s.h. maximum allowed for the major.

Teacher Licensure
Students interested in teaching in elementary and/or 
secondary schools should seek admission to the Teacher 
Education Program (TEP) in the College of Education.
To qualify for licensure in secondary teaching, students in 
the TEP complete a degree in education as well as a related 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences degree. See Apply on the 
College of Education website for details on requirements and 
deadlines for applying to the College of Education and about 
TEP choices of majors leading to licensure.

https://education.uiowa.edu/apply
https://education.uiowa.edu/apply

