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Graduate students in religious studies acquire a wide range 
of competencies that are useful for almost any career they 
pursue. Students gain research skills; they master the craft 
of writing; they learn to plan, manage, and complete large 
projects; they gain teaching skills that are useful both inside 
and outside the academy; they learn to argue persuasively; 
they gain the ability to communicate with others about 
controversial issues; they learn how to understand and 
mediate differences in religious perspectives and values; they 
acquire rare language skills; and they gain expertise in the 
use of digital technologies for research and teaching.
Students who earn a PhD in religious studies often go on 
to become scholars and teachers in university or college 
settings. Other degree recipients have become professional 
ethicists, leaders of nongovernmental organizations, school 
or church administrators, nonacademic educators, digital 
media specialists, and government employees in the area of 
international affairs.


