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Psychology, PhD
Admission

Since the graduate program in psychology is designed 
primarily for students seeking the PhD, all applicants are 
considered on that basis.
The application deadline is Dec. 1. Applications may be 
submitted at any time but are considered only once each year
—between Dec. 1 and Feb. 1—for admission the following fall. 
Admission decisions are based on a composite consideration 
of prior academic and research performance, letters of 
reference, and the applicant's statement about background 
and purpose. Admission materials are reviewed initially by 
faculty members in the applicant's primary training area.
An undergraduate major in psychology—including a laboratory 
course in experimental psychology, a course in statistics, and 
additional work in the natural sciences and in mathematics—
is desirable but not required. Students who have not had such 
a background but are strongly qualified on other grounds may 
be admitted. They may be asked to remedy deficiencies in 
background work with certain courses or independent study 
before embarking on the regular graduate program.
Applicants must meet the admission requirements of the 
Graduate College; see the Manual of Rules and Regulations on 
the Graduate College website.

https://grad.uiowa.edu/academics/manual

