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Career Advancement

The Doctor of Philosophy program in political science is
designed to prepare students for careers in research and
teaching. All students receive a thorough grounding in
research methods. It is this grounding that permits teachers
to be critical consumers of the research they read and permits
researchers to undertake significant theoretical and empirical
work.

Because the faculty and the graduate student body are

not large, there is ample opportunity to collaborate with
individual faculty members in research endeavors. In addition,
students spend some time as apprentice teachers in large
undergraduate classes.

PhD graduates secure employment in a wide variety of
academic and nonacademic settings. In particular, they work
in highly ranked research universities and teaching colleges
throughout the United States and the world. Over the last
decade, almost all graduates seeking academic positions
found jobs.

lowa graduates use their training to build distinguished
research records that allow them to move to some of the
nation’s top institutions.
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