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The Department of German offers a comprehensive
undergraduate program of study in German. It facilitates the
development of proficiency and confidence in the German
language beginning with elementary and intermediate
language courses and extending through advanced courses
in linguistics, literature, and culture. Courses focus on
the cultures of Germany, Austria, and German-speaking
Switzerland, including migration to and from there, to
provide an understanding of the historical and contemporary
importance of these countries in a globalized world.
The program prepares students to use German that displays
intercultural competency in fields as diverse as international
business, teaching, engineering, medicine, music, museum
studies, and linguistic or literary study. The Department of
German supports outreach, extracurricular activities, and
contributions to the visibility of German-related issues in the
state of Iowa. The department fosters an environment of
diversity, equity, and inclusion.
Undergraduate students in all majors may satisfy the World
Languages requirement of the GE CLAS Core with courses
in German; see "Language for GE CLAS Core" below. They
may satisfy other GE CLAS Core requirements with courses
on German literature and culture that are taught in English;
look for courses with the prefix GRMN in the area lists under
"Culture, Society, and the Arts" in the GE CLAS Core section of
the Catalog. GE CLAS Core courses on German literature and
culture also are listed with departmental courses taught in
English under Courses [p.  ] in this section of the Catalog.
The Department of German is one of the academic units in
the Division of World Languages, Literatures and Cultures.

Language for GE CLAS Core
The department offers several sequences of German language
courses that students in all majors may use to satisfy the
World Languages requirement of the College of Liberal
Arts and Sciences GE CLAS Core. Students who have had
experience with German should take the online placement
test, which helps determine the level at which a student
should begin German language study at the University of
Iowa. Students with no background in German should begin
their study with GRMN:1001 Elementary German I.
The following sequences satisfy the World Languages
requirement of the GE CLAS Core. Students using German to
satisfy the World Languages requirement should speak with

departmental advisors to determine which sequence is best
for them.

Code Title Hours
GRMN:1001 Elementary German I 4
GRMN:1002 Elementary German II 4
GRMN:2001 Intermediate German I 4
GRMN:2002 Intermediate German II 4

or

Code Title Hours
GRMN:1001 Elementary German I 4
GRMN:1002 Elementary German II 4
GRMN:2020 Intensive Intermediate

German
6

or

Code Title Hours
GRMN:1020 Intensive Elementary

German
6

GRMN:2020 Intensive Intermediate
German

6

or

Code Title Hours
GRMN:1010 First-Year German Review 5
GRMN:2001 Intermediate German I 4
GRMN:2002 Intermediate German II 4

or

Code Title Hours
GRMN:1010 First-Year German Review 5
GRMN:2020 Intensive Intermediate

German
6
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