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Geography, PhD
The Doctor of Philosophy in geography prepares students 
for geographic research and teaching. The program is 
research-focused and designed for students seeking a career 
in academia, and for public, private, and non-profit sector 
positions that require advanced research skills.

Learning Outcomes
Students who successfully complete the geography 
doctoral program in the School of Earth, Environment, and 
Sustainability will demonstrate:

• both broad knowledge of the field of geography and deep 
knowledge in their area of research concentration;

• an ability to communicate their research concisely and 
effectively to both general and specialist audiences in 
written and verbal formats;

• an ability to formulate research questions; select, design, 
and apply appropriate research methods (e.g., testable 
hypotheses, data collection, management, analytical 
techniques); and utilize critical thinking skills to build 
knowledge, theory, and/or practice in their area of 
research concentration;

• competence in teaching geography, environmental, or 
sustainability-related courses; and

• understanding of and an ability to operate under 
professional standards of ethical conduct.


