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Religious Studies, 
PhD
Admission

Applicants must meet the admission requirements of the 
Graduate College; see the Manual of Rules and Regulations on 
the Graduate College website.
Application materials must include an application form; a 
transcript of all undergraduate and graduate work (one copy 
must be sent to university Admissions, and a second copy 
must be sent to the Department of Classics and Religious 
Studies); an application or waiver of consideration form 
for graduate assistantships; three confidential letters of 
recommendation; and a writing sample that demonstrates 
the applicant's ability to engage in critical analysis. Applicants 
must also submit a statement of purpose that explains 
their objectives for graduate study and states which area of 
graduate study in religion best suits their objectives. Students 
may indicate one of the department’s traditional areas of 
concentration or an area that is defined more by theme.
Students are advised to view the Department of Classics 
Religious Studies website, most notably the faculty pages, 
to ascertain whether their area of interest is well-supported 
by faculty expertise. Moreover, students are encouraged 
to contact relevant faculty members prior to applying for 
graduate study in order to explore areas of mutual interest. It 
is helpful to include information about such contacts in their 
statement of purpose. The strongest applications show how 
students would benefit from working with multiple members 
of the faculty. For details, see Graduate Admission Process
and Graduate Funding on the department's website.
All application materials must be received by Jan. 15 to 
receive full consideration for fall admission.
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