Art, MFA

The Master of Fine Arts in art requires a minimum of 60 s.h. of
graduate credit. Students must maintain a Graduate College
program grade-point average of at least 3.00. A thesis is
required. Students complete the degree with a subprogram in
one of the following studio art disciplines: ceramics, drawing,
graphic design, jewelry and metal arts, painting, photography,
printmaking, sculpture and intermedia, or three-dimensional
(3D) design.

MFA students must hold a BA or BFA in art equivalent to that
offered by the University of lowa. Transfer credit is decided by
faculty review. Students must earn at least 24 s.h. of credit in
their primary discipline for the MFA degree at the University of
lowa.

All MFA students must participate in the required review
sequence, mount a public MFA exhibition, complete a written
thesis, and submit the final approved thesis to the Graduate
College. If students do not receive clearance at the end of the
third semester, they may be eligible to complete the fourth
semester and earn a Master of Arts (MA) in art if they meet
all MA requirements; see the MA in art in this section of the
catalog.

The MFA in art requires the following coursework.

Requirements Hours
Primary Studio Art Discipline 24
Secondary Studio Art Discipline 12

Art History and Theory 6
Electives 18

Thesis

Primary Studio Art Discipline

Students complete 24 s.h. of coursework in their primary
studio art discipline, which is the same as their subprogram.
Students select courses numbered 3000 and above from the
following subjects.

Course Subject Course Subject Prefix

Ceramix CERM
Drawing DRAW
Graphic Design DSGN
Jewelry and Metal Art MTLS
Painting PNTG
Photography PHTO
Printmaking PRNT
Sculpture and Intermedia SCIM, SCLP, and INTM
Three-Dimensional Design TDSN

Secondary Studio Art Discipline

Students complete 12 s.h. in one secondary studio arts
discipline; this cannot be the same as the subprogram in
which they are enrolled. The secondary discipline may be one
of those listed above, or one of the following numbered 3000
or above.
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Course Subject  Course Subject Excluded Courses

Prefix
Papermaking BKAT

Center for the Book UICB UICB:3900,
UICB:5550,
UICB:6530, and

UICB:6540

Other Courses outside
of the studio art
disciplines taken
with program
permission

Art History and Theory

Students complete 6 s.h. of coursework from ARTH:3000-
6999, excluding ARTH:3985, ARTH:3995, ARTH:6020, and
ARTH:6040.

Electives

In consultation with an advisor, students complete 18 s.h. of
coursework numbered 3000 or above, excluding ARTS:6000.

Committee Review

Students participate in a series of structured reviews that
support their artistic development and monitor progress
toward the degree. The first major review, the MFA clearance
committee review, takes place during the third semester

of study. During this review, students meet with their MFA
degree committee to discuss their studio work, academic
progress, and readiness to continue in the program. Following
the committee meeting, students participate in the studio
division-wide review, where faculty across the studio
disciplines provide feedback and guidance to support the
student’s ongoing development. Students must successfully
complete both components to continue in the MFA program.

Students are responsible for forming the MFA degree
committee in preparation for the clearance review.
Committees consist of three required members: two faculty
members from the student’s primary studio discipline (one

of whom serves as chair) and one faculty member from the
approved secondary studio discipline. Committee composition
must follow Graduate College policy; instructional-track,
adjunct, lecturer, visiting, and non-University of lowa faculty
may serve with Graduate College approval, which must be
renewed every three years.

Students complete additional degree reviews during the final
year. The first degree committee review, which focuses on
studio work in the primary discipline, takes place during the
fifth semester. The second degree committee review occurs
during the week of the MFA exhibition and serves as the final
examination for the degree. Students should formally confirm
their degree committee by October 1 for spring graduation
and March 1 for fall graduation.

Thesis

MFA students in all subprograms are required to write a
thesis. They may earn 1 s.h. of elective credit for writing a
technical or substantial thesis by registering for ARTS:7000
MFA Thesis with approval of the thesis supervisor, but they
are not required to enroll in this course. Thesis credit earned
in an MFA program is not applicable to MA requirements.

A thesis abstract is given to all degree committee members
and is due by Sept. 15 for spring or summer graduation and
by Feb. 15 for fall graduation. The thesis chair is responsible
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for meeting with the student immediately thereafter to
direct thesis content and to coordinate meeting with the full
committee.

The complete thesis in final form must be given to all
committee members at least four weeks prior to the MFA
exhibition week. Graduate College regulations covering the
specific requirements of the written thesis are found on the
Graduate College Thesis and Dissertation website. The thesis
must be as complete as possible, including images (may be
black and white or color photocopies) of approved figures that
are part of the final thesis. The graduate program coordinator
provides a student with complete thesis/artist statement
procedures, including the Graduate College calendar.

A thesis defense of the MFA work must be scheduled with the
candidate's committee during the final semester in residence.
The MFA exhibition is considered the final examination and is
where the degree committee reviews the thesis and artwork.

Following the defense, the thesis must be submitted by the
Graduate College deadline. Committee members receive

an email that provides a link to the finalized (post-format
review) thesis and prompts them to verify the manuscript
electronically; committee verification happens after the
Graduate College format review. Any corrections to the thesis
required by the graduate examiner or the degree committee
should be completed immediately.

Additional Requirements

Students provide five images of their MFA work for the Grad
Archive.
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