Educational Policy
and Leadership
Studies, PhD

Educational Leadership

The Doctor of Philosophy program in educational policy and
leadership studies (EPLS) with an educational leadership
subprogram requires a minimum of 75 s.h. of graduate credit.
Students must earn a Ul cumulative grade-point average of at
least 3.00 in major coursework.

The program prepares scholarly professionals for leadership
positions in a wide range of educational, non-profit and public
sector settings. Students acquire strong backgrounds in
leadership, policy, and research. They equip themselves to
discover, integrate, and apply knowledge as transformational
leaders.

The PhD in educational policy and leadership studies with an
educational leadership subprogram requires the following
coursework.

Requirements Hours
Leadership Core 12
EPLS Concentration 12
Research Methods 15
Cognate 9
Electives or Transfer Credit 24
Dissertation 3

Students also complete the comprehensive examination and a
dissertation, described in the following sections.

Many educational leadership courses are offered by distance
education; visit MyUl for information about courses offered
during current semesters.

For more detailed coursework information, visit Educational
Leadership on the Department of Educational Policy and
Leadership Studies website.

Leadership Core

The leadership core provides a foundational understanding

of educational leadership that all students must master,
regardless of their career goals and interests. All courses in
the core (12 s.h.) must be completed at the University of lowa.

Course # Title Hours

All of these:

EPLS:6217 Theory for Scholar 3
Practitioners

EPLS:6224 Organizational Theory and 3
Administrative Behavior

EPLS:6270 Policy and Politics 3

EPLS:6311 Seminar: Research Topic in 3
Education

EPLS Concentration

The EPLS concentration (12 s.h.) provides opportunities to
learn more about policy and educational leadership from
both building and district-level perspectives. Other EPLS
seminars on policy, leadership, and history may be available

Educational Policy and Leadership Studies, PhD 1

to substitute for one or more of these courses with advisor
approval.

Some courses in the concentration can be counted toward
principal or superintendent licensure. If you are interested in
licensure, please consult with your advisor as you begin the
program.

Course # Title Hours

12 s.h. from these:

EPLS:6222 Introduction to Educational 3
Policy

EPLS:6225 Higher Education Policy 3

EPLS:6275 Higher Education and 3
Society

EPLS:6285 School and Community 3
Relationships

EPLS:6315 Orientation to the 2
Superintendency

EPLS:6317 Operational Leadership and 2
Management

EPLS:6319 Human Resources 2
Leadership

EPLS:6321 Social Advocacy Summit 1

EPLS:6323 School Finance 2

EPLS:6329 Legislative Summit 1-3

EPLS:6383 Supervision and Evaluation 3

Research Methods

Research methods courses (at least 15 s.h.) ensure that
students achieve scholarly autonomy and initiative. Students
must take at least one qualitative research methods course
and one quantitative research methods course.

Course # Title Hours

At least one of these qualitative research

methods courses:

EPLS:6266 Program Evaluation 3

EPLS:7373 Qualitative Research Design 3
and Methods

CSED:7338 Essentials of Qualitative 3
Inquiry

EDTL:7070 Qualitative Research 3
Methods in Teaching and
Learning

PSQF:7331 Qualitative Educational 3
Research Methods

This quantitative research methods course:

PSQF:6243 Intermediate Statistical 3

Methods

To complete the remaining 9 s.h. students select additional
courses from the preceding list or any of the following
courses.

Course # Title Hours

EPLS:6206 Research Process and 3
Design

EPLS:6209 Survey Research and Design 3

EPLS:6370 Quantitative Methods for 3
Policy Analysis

EDTL:6267 Seminar: Current Issues in 3-4
Art Education

EDTL:7071 Critical Discourse Analysis in 3

Educational Research


https://myui.uiowa.edu
https://education.uiowa.edu/areas-study/higher-education-and-leadership/educational-leadership
https://education.uiowa.edu/areas-study/higher-education-and-leadership/educational-leadership
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EDTL:7072 Advanced Methods 3
of Literacy Research:
Qualitative Data Analysis
and Reporting

EDTL:7073 Ethnographic Methods, 3
Theories, and Texts

EDTL:7410 Mixed Methods Research 3

EDTL:7751 Advanced Qualitative Data 3
Analysis

EDTL:7953 Seminar: Single Subject 3
Design Research

PSQF:6244 Correlation and Regression 3

PSQF:6246 Design of Experiments 3

PSQF:6249 Factor Analysis and 3
Structural Equation Models

PSQF:6252 Introduction to Multivariate 3
Statistical Methods

Cognate

Students select a cognate of courses (9 s.h.) from another
department in the College of Education: teaching and
learning, psychological and quantitative foundations, or
counselor education. All courses must be taken from the same
department.

Teaching and Learning

Course # Title Hours

All of these:

EDTL:6015 PhD Seminar: Language, 3
Literacy, and Social Studies
Education

EDTL:7004 Schooling in the United 3
States

EDTL:7033 Seminar on Teacher 3
Education

Psychological and Quantitative

Foundations: Measurement Focus

Course # Title Hours

9 s.h. from these:

PSQF:6255 Construction and Use of 3
Evaluation Instruments

PSQF:6257 Educational Measurement 3
and Evaluation

PSQF:6258 Theory and Technique in 3
Educational Measurement

PSQF:6262 Item Response Theory 3

PSQF:7355 Seminar: Educational arr.
Measurement and
Evaluation

PSQF:7358 Equating and Scaling of 3
Educational Tests

Counselor Education

Course # Title Hours

9 s.h. from these:

CSED:7400 Seminar: Ethics and Issues 3
in Counseling

CSED:7457 Professional Orientation to 3

Counselor Education and
Supervision

CSED:7458 Seminar: Issues and Trends 4
in Counseling Research

CSED:7460 Seminar: Research in 3
Counseling

Electives

A student and their advisor may determine that some of their
prior graduate work may be appropriate and applicable to the
student's doctoral program. A student may count up to 24 s.h.
of prior coursework toward the doctoral degree as electives.

If a student does not have prior graduate work, they must
enroll in up to 24 s.h. of electives to fulfill this requirement.
Electives are selected from courses numbered 6000 or above
from counselor education (prefix CSED), teaching and learning
(prefix EDTL), educational policy and leadership studies (prefix
EPLS), and psychological and quantitative foundations (prefix
PSQF). Courses from other departments may also be counted
with advisor approval.

Comprehensive Examination

Students must satisfactorily complete a written take-home
comprehensive examination consisting of three parts. The
written exam is followed by an oral examination.

Dissertation

The dissertation is a major research study planned in
collaboration with the student's advisor. Students must write
a formal dissertation proposal and submit it for approval, first
to their advisor and then to the members of their doctoral
committee. Students and their advisors determine when the
proposal is complete. Students must earn 3 s.h. of credit for
dissertation research through registration in EPLS:7483 EdD
Dissertation in Practice Proposal and/or EPLS:7493 PhD Thesis.
The doctoral program culminates with a final oral defense of
the dissertation.

Students must be registered at the University of lowa during
the session in which they complete their comprehensive
examination through the semester in which they defend their
dissertation and graduate.

Admission

Applicants must meet the admission requirements of the
Graduate College and of the educational leadership program.
Successful applicants must have an earned a master's degree
at the time of the program start and have experience teaching
and leading in PK-12 schools or adjacent fields.


https://grad.uiowa.edu/

