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The Master of Arts program in educational policy and
leadership studies with an educational leadership subprogram
requires a minimum of 36 s.h. of graduate credit. Students
must earn a cumulative g.p.a. of at least 3.00 in major
coursework.
The program prepares individuals for appointments as school
principals and for positions in area education agencies and
state departments of education. Upon completion of this
degree, students will have completed the requirements to
earn a master's degree and to obtain pre-K-12 principal and
pre-K-12 supervisor of special education endorsement (State
of Iowa endorsement 189). In order to obtain the State of Iowa
endorsement, an individual must have at least three years of
teaching at the pre-K-12 level.
With the aid of an advisor, each M.A. student prepares a plan
of study that includes the following core requirements.

Core Requirements
Code Title Hours
All of these:
EPLS:6201 Foundations of School

Administration
3

EPLS:6236 Special Education
Administration

3

EPLS:6242 Research for Effective
School Leaders

3

EPLS:6260 Contemporary Management
Strategies for the Pre-K-12
Principal

3

EPLS:6285 School and Community
Relationships

3

EPLS:6298 Legal Aspects of School
Personnel

3

EPLS:6381 Analysis and Appraisal of
Curriculum

3

EPLS:6383 Supervision and Evaluation 3

Clinical Courses
For Iowa licensure as a principal, students must hold an
Iowa teacher license, have taught for three years, and
meet the human relations requirement of the State of Iowa.
Students complete the core requirements listed above and the
following required clinical courses.
Code Title Hours
EPLS:6400 Early Childhood Leadership

Clinical
3

EPLS:6401 Elementary Leadership
Clinical

3

EPLS:6402 Secondary Leadership
Clinical

3

EPLS:6403 Special Education
Leadership Clinical

3

Electives
Students earning an M.A. without principal licensure are
not required to complete the clinical courses. Instead, they
complete the core requirements listed above and a series
of electives (12 s.h.) approved by their advisors. For more
detailed information, see the Educational Leadership website.

Comprehensive Examination
Students in the M.A. program with licensure or the M.A.
program without licensure are required to take comprehensive
examinations at the end of their program of study. The
comprehensive examination is in the format of a mock
interview for a building principal or similar leadership
position. The faculty provides candidates with a scenario on
which they are expected to prepare a presentation to the
educational leadership faculty who acts as the hiring team.
The presentation is followed by questioning and feedback.
Students must be registered in the Graduate College during
their comprehensive examination semester if they plan to
graduate at the end of the semester.

Admission
Applicants to the M.A. program in educational leadership must
meet the admission requirements of the Graduate College.
Admission decisions are made through a faculty review
process. Factors considered include recommendations, grade-
point average, and a statement of purpose from candidates
focused on leadership, time management, social justice,
and meeting the needs of all students. The review team
also considers additional evidence of academic ability and
professional promise.
Applicants whose first language is not English must submit
official test scores to verify English proficiency. Applicants can
verify English proficiency by submitting official test scores
from the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or
the International English Language Testing System (IELTS).
For specific score requirements, see the Manual of Rules and
Regulations on the Graduate College website.

https://education.uiowa.edu/areas-study/higher-education-and-leadership/educational-leadership/
https://grad.uiowa.edu/
https://grad.uiowa.edu/academics/manual/
https://grad.uiowa.edu/academics/manual/

