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Doctor of Dental
Surgery, D.D.S.
Requirements

The Doctor of Dental Surgery requires a minimum of three
years of preprofessional study and four years of study in the
College of Dentistry. Students are required to maintain a
cumulative g.p.a. of at least 2.00 to earn the degree.
Coursework during the first and second years in the College of
Dentistry integrates the biomedical sciences with preclinical
and clinical disciplines. The biomedical sciences include gross
anatomy, biochemistry, general histology, microbiology,
pathology, pharmacology, and physiology. Students also study
topics specific to dentistry, such as principles of occlusion,
anesthesia and pain control, operative dentistry, periodontics,
prosthodontics, cariology, and preventive dentistry. During
the latter part of the first year, students are introduced to
their first clinical patient treatment situation.
Second-year dental students continue their study of
biomedical sciences, take preclinical courses, have additional
patient treatment experiences in restorative and preventive
dentistry, and are introduced to aesthetic and implant
dentistry.
Third-year dental students rotate through a series of
clerkships that expose them to eight clinical disciplines:
endodontics, operative dentistry, oral and maxillofacial
surgery, oral pathology, pediatric dentistry, periodontics,
prosthodontics, and oral radiology and medicine.
Fourth-year dental students deliver comprehensive dental
care in conditions that closely approximate those in private
dental practice. They also are exposed to varied community
dentistry health programs throughout Iowa and other states
that include hospitals, nursing homes, and special care clinics.
They may choose to participate in the Colorado Migrant
Worker Program or the Indian Health Service Program. The
community dentistry programs provide exposure to facets of
dentistry usually not observable in an academic setting.

Biomedical Sciences in the Dental
Curriculum
The following science courses are offered by University of
Iowa departments outside the College of Dentistry and are a
required part of the D.D.S. curriculum.
Code Title Hours
ACB:8120 Human Gross Anatomy for

Dental Students
6

ACB:8121 General Histology for Dental
Students

4

BMB:8101 Biochemistry for Dental
Students

3

MICR:8230 Dental Microbiology 3
MPB:8115 Human Physiology for

Dental Students
4

OPRM:8240 Basic Pharmacology 3
PATH:8133 Introduction to Human

Pathology for Graduate
Students

4

Dentistry nondepartmental courses are listed under Courses
in the College of Dentistry section of the Catalog. Courses
offered by the college's departments are listed in each
department's General Catalog section.

Bachelor's Degree/D.D.S.
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS) allows its
students to count 30 s.h. of elective credit earned in any other
University of Iowa college toward graduation with a bachelor's
degree. Under this policy, CLAS students who enroll in the
College of Dentistry before completing their bachelor's degree
may be able to complete their degree during their first year
in dentistry. Students planning to take advantage of this
plan must satisfy the CLAS residence requirement in order
to enroll in the College of Dentistry. They also must fulfill all
requirements for the bachelor's degree, including the GE CLAS
Core requirements and the requirements for a major. Contact
the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences for more information.

http://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/dentistry/#nondepartmentalcoursestext
http://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/general-education-program/
http://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/general-education-program/
https://clas.uiowa.edu/

