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Doctor of Nursing 
Practice, DNP
Requirements

The Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) requires a minimum 
of 72–85 s.h. of graduate credit depending on the student's 
chosen subprogram. All students must maintain a Graduate 
College program grade-point average of 3.00 or higher.
Graduate students in the College of Nursing must adhere to 
all Graduate College policies regarding academic standing, 
probation, dismissal, and transfer of graduate credit.
Graduate coursework taken for the Master of Science in 
Nursing (MSN) at the University of Iowa may apply toward the 
DNP. An MSN from another institution may be evaluated to 
determine the amount of transfer credit that can be applied 
toward the DNP. Similarly, students can petition to have 
non-MSN graduate coursework evaluated to determine if 
some credit can be applied toward the DNP; this is especially 
applicable for students in the health systems subprogram. 
All transfer credit must be approved by the DNP program 
director, the College of Nursing associate dean for graduate 
practice programs, and/or the Graduate College, depending 
on the type and amount of credit. All students are required 
to earn a minimum of 39 s.h. of UI credit after program 
admission.
Students must complete a minimum of 1,000 practice 
experience hours. Individuals who enter the program having 
completed an MSN may transfer approved clinical hours 
from their MSN program to the DNP program. The clinical 
hours requirement is evaluated for each student who has 
completed an MSN with a population focus. Students who 
completed more than 1,000 practice experience hours in 
an MSN advanced practice program must still complete the 
number of DNP practicum and project hours determined in 
consultation with their advisor and the DNP program director.

Subprogram Selection
Earning the Advanced Practice 
Registered Nurse Certification
Students admitted to the DNP after completing the Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing (BSN) or the MSN with an entry 
into practice subprogram (or its equivalent) select a 
DNP with a population subprogram in adult gerontology 
acute care nurse practitioner, adult gerontology primary 
care nurse practitioner, anesthesia nursing, family nurse 
practitioner, health systems, pediatric nurse practitioner-
acute care, pediatric nurse practitioner-primary care, 
or psychiatric/mental health nurse practitioner. These 
subprograms represent advanced practice registered nurse 
(APRN) curricula. These subprograms are also available as 
Undergraduate to Graduate (U2G) options for qualified BSN 
students with the nursing–RN subprogram. Students who wish 
to earn a second APRN may add a second subprogram. This 
is called dual certification and allows students to concurrently 
earn certification in two nurse practitioner populations.
Students with an MSN that does not include APRN certification 
but who intend to earn APRN certification concurrently with 
their DNP also select from one of the subprograms listed in 
the previous paragraph.

Earning the DNP Without Additional 
Certification
Students admitted with an MSN that does not include 
APRN certification, and who do not intend to earn APRN 
certification concurrently with their DNP, pursue the pathway 
subprogram for the MSN to DNP. If a student is admitted to 
this subprogram and should later wish to earn an APRN, they 
must transfer into one of the previously listed subprograms 
with a specified population.
Students admitted with an MSN that includes current APRN 
certification also join the pathway subprogram, in which 
they follow a prescribed plan of study focusing on skills 
that augment the advanced practice nursing role. Should 
they intend to earn additional population certification, i.e., 
a second APRN, they may do so by concurrently pursuing a 
nursing graduate certificate. Refer to the list of programs in 
the College of Nursing section of the catalog to see available 
graduate certificate options.

DNP Core and Elective 
Coursework
Students in all subprograms complete the following basic 
core, advanced core, and complex core coursework. Students 
completing any subprogram other than health systems or 
pathway complete direct science core coursework. Students 
completing any subprogram other than anesthesia nursing 
complete elective coursework.

Basic Core
Course # Title Hours
All of these:
NURS:6030 Innovative Leadership for 

Healthcare
3

NURS:6031 Global Health for 
Populations

3

NURS:6032 Quality Improvement in 
Healthcare

3

NURS:6033 Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics

3

NURS:6034 Health Systems Practice and 
Transformation

3

NURS:6035 Informatics and Emerging 
Technologies

3

NURS:6036 Health Policy and Advocacy 3

Advanced Core
Course # Title Hours
All of these:
NURS:6910 Scientific Inquiry 3
NURS:6920 Evidence-Based Practice 3
NURS:6930 Project Design and 

Evaluation
3

Complex Core
Course # Title Hours
All of these:
NURS:6940 Doctor of Nursing Practice 

Seminar I: Fieldwork
1

NURS:6950 Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Seminar II: Proposal

1
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NURS:6960 Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Seminar III: Implementation

1

NURS:6970 Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Seminar IV: Analysis

1

NURS:6980 Doctor of Nursing Practice 
Seminar V: Dissemination

1

NURS:6990 Professional Identity 2

Direct Science Core
Students in the health systems subprogram and the pathway 
subprogram for the MSN to DNP are not held to the direct 
science core requirement.
Students in adult gerontology acute care nurse practitioner, 
adult gerontology primary care nurse practitioner, family 
nurse practitioner, pediatric nurse practitioner-acute care, 
pediatric nurse practitioner-primary care, and psychiatric/
mental health nurse practitioner complete the following 
coursework to fulfill their direct science core requirement.
Course # Title Hours
All of these:
NURS:6002 Physiology for Advanced 

Practice
3

NURS:6003 Pathophysiology for 
Advanced Practice

3

NURS:6008 Health Assessment for 
Advanced Practice Didactic

3

NURS:6009 Health Assessment for 
Advanced Practice Lab

1

NURS:6021 Pharmacology for Advanced 
Practice

3

Students in the anesthesia nursing subprogram complete 
the following coursework to fulfill their direct science core 
requirement.
Course # Title Hours
All of these:
NURS:6000 Human Anatomy for 

Advanced Practice
4

NURS:6002 Physiology for Advanced 
Practice

4

NURS:6003 Pathophysiology for 
Advanced Practice

3

NURS:6008 Health Assessment for 
Advanced Practice Didactic

3

PCOL:6204 Pharmacology for Health 
Sciences: Nurse Anesthetist

5

Electives 
Students in all subprograms except anesthesia nursing are 
required to complete 3 s.h. of elective coursework chosen in 
close consultation with the student's faculty advisor. Students 
select from nursing courses (prefix NURS) numbered 6000 
or above. Additional courses may also be options with the 
permission of the student's faculty advisor.

Subprograms
• Adult Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner 

Subprogram
• Adult Gerontology Primary Care Nurse Practitioner 

Subprogram
• Anesthesia Nursing Subprogram
• Family Nurse Practitioner Subprogram

• Health Systems Subprogram
• Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-Acute Care Subprogram
• Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-Primary Care Subprogram
• Psychiatric/Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Subprogram
• Pathway Subprogram for MSN To DNP

Adult Gerontology Acute Care 
Practitioner (AG-ACNP) Subprogram
The adult gerontology acute care nurse practitioner 
subprogram (AG-ACNP) requires 75 s.h. of graduate credit. 
In addition to the preceding required DNP core courses 
and electives, AG-ACNP students complete the following 
coursework.

AG-ACNP Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6017 Advanced Diagnostics and 

Procedures in Adult Acute 
Care

1

NURS:6025 Adult-Gerontology 
Acute and Critical Care 
Pharmacotherapeutics

3

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6110 Clinical Reasoning I: 

Complex Adult Gerontology 
Management

3

NURS:6120 Clinical Reasoning II: Adult 
Gerontology Acute and 
Critical Care Management

3

NURS:6130 Clinical Reasoning III: 
Advanced Adult Gerontology 
Acute and Critical Care 
Management

3

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6111 Adult Gerontology-Acute 

Care Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum I

3

NURS:6121 Adult Gerontology-Acute 
Care Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum II

3

NURS:6131 Adult Gerontology-Acute 
Care Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum III

3

Total Hours 22

Adult Gerontology Primary Care Nurse 
Practitioner (AG-PCNP) Subprogram
The adult gerontology primary care nurse practitioner 
subprogram (AG-PCNP) requires 75 s.h. of graduate credit. 
In addition to the preceding required DNP core courses 
and electives, AG-PCNP students complete the following 
coursework.

AG-PCNP Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6018 Primary Care Clinical Skills 

and Procedures
1
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NURS:6026 Diagnostic Reasoning and 
Integrated Pharmacology 
Adult-Gerontology Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner

3

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6610 Care of Adults and Older 

Adults I
3

NURS:6620 Care of Adults and Older 
Adults II

3

NURS:6630 Care of Adults and Older 
Adults III

3

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6211 Adult Gerontology-Primary 

Care Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum I

3

NURS:6221 Adult Gerontology-Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum II

3

NURS:6231 Adult Gerontology-Primary 
Care Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum III

3

Total Hours 22

Anesthesia Nursing Subprogram
The anesthesia nursing subprogram requires 85 s.h. of 
graduate credit. In addition to the preceding required DNP 
core courses, anesthesia nursing students complete the 
following coursework.

Anesthesia Nursing Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6013 Applied Sciences for 

Anesthesia Practice
2

NURS:6014 Equipment and Technology 
for Anesthesia Practice

2

NURS:6028 Applied Pharmacology for 
Anesthesia Practice

3

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6710 General Principles of 

Anesthesia Practice
5

NURS:6720 Anesthesia for Surgical 
Procedures and Special 
Populations I

2

NURS:6730 Anesthesia for Surgical 
Procedures and Special 
Populations II

2

NURS:6750 Advanced Principles of 
Anesthesia Practice

1

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6711 Anesthesia Clinical 

Practicum I
2

NURS:6721 Anesthesia Clinical 
Practicum II

2

NURS:6731 Anesthesia Clinical 
Practicum III

2

NURS:6741 Anesthesia Clinical 
Practicum IV

2

NURS:6751 Anesthesia Clinical 
Practicum V

2

NURS:6761 Anesthesia Clinical 
Practicum VI

2

Total Hours 29

Family Nurse Practitioner Subprogram
The family nurse practitioner (FNP) subprogram requires 81 
s.h. of graduate credit. In addition to the preceding required 
DNP core courses and electives, FNP students complete the 
following coursework.

FNP Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6018 Primary Care Clinical Skills 

and Procedures
1

NURS:6027 Diagnostic Reasoning and 
Integrated Pharmacology for 
Family Nurse Practitioners

3

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6440 Comprehensive Care for the 

Well Child
3

NURS:6450 Managing Common 
Conditions in Pediatric 
Primary Care

3

NURS:6610 Care of Adults and Older 
Adults I

3

NURS:6620 Care of Adults and Older 
Adults II

3

NURS:6630 Care of Adults and Older 
Adults III

3

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6611 Family Nurse Practitioner 

Clinical Practicum I
3

NURS:6621 Family Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum II

3

NURS:6631 Family Nurse Practitioner 
Clinical Practicum III

3

Total Hours 28

Health Systems Subprogram
The health systems (HS) subprogram requires 72 s.h. of 
graduate credit. Students with previously earned graduate 
credit will have their transcript evaluated to determine if 
some of that coursework may be permitted to count toward 
DNP requirements, including core courses and elective 
requirements. In addition to the preceding required DNP core 
courses and electives, students in the HS subprogram are 
required to complete the following coursework.

HS Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6820 Marketing and 

Communication in 
Healthcare

3

NURS:6830 Informatics and Health Care 
Infrastructure

3

NURS:6840 Healthy Work Environments 
Seminar

3

NURS:6850 Executive Coaching 1
NURS:6851 Advanced Leadership and 

Management Didactic
3
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These clinical practicums:
NURS:6821 Project Leadership and 

Change Management
3

NURS:6831 Financial Management With 
Practicum

4

NURS:6841 Innovation Seminar with 
Field Experience

3

NURS:6852 Advanced Leadership and 
Management Practicum

1

NURS:6861 Managing Academic 
and Practice Services 
in Organizations with 
Practicum

4

NURS:6871 Executive Leadership and 
Management Practicum

4

Total Hours 32

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner–Acute 
Care (PNP-AC) Subprogram
The pediatric nurse practitioner–acute care (PNP-AC) 
subprogram requires 75 s.h. of graduate credit. In addition to 
the preceding required DNP core courses and electives, PNP-
AC students complete the following coursework.

PNP-AC Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6019 Advanced Diagnostics and 

Procedures in Pediatric 
Acute Care

1

NURS:6022 Diagnostic Reasoning and 
Integrated Pharmacology for 
Pediatric Acute Care

3

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6320 Managing Common 

Conditions in Pediatric Acute 
Care

3

NURS:6330 Managing Complex 
Conditions in Pediatric Acute 
Care

3

NURS:6440 Comprehensive Care for the 
Well Child

3

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6311 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-

Acute Care Clinical 
Practicum I

3

NURS:6321 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-
Acute Care Clinical 
Practicum II

3

NURS:6331 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-
Acute Care Clinical 
Practicum III

3

Total Hours 22

Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-Primary 
Care (PNP-PC) Subprogram
The pediatric nurse practitioner–primary care (PNP-PC) 
subprogram requires 75 s.h. of graduate credit. In addition to 
the preceding required DNP core courses and electives, PNP-
PC students complete the following coursework.

PNP-PC Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6018 Primary Care Clinical Skills 

and Procedures
1

NURS:6023 Diagnostic Reasoning and 
Integrated Pharmacology for 
Pediatric Primary Care

3

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6440 Comprehensive Care for the 

Well Child
3

NURS:6450 Managing Common 
Conditions in Pediatric 
Primary Care

3

NURS:6460 Managing Chronic 
Conditions in Pediatric 
Primary Care

3

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6441 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-

Primary Care Clinical 
Practicum I

3

NURS:6451 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-
Primary Care Clinical 
Practicum II

3

NURS:6461 Pediatric Nurse Practitioner-
Primary Care Clinical 
Practicum III

3

Total Hours 22

Psychiatric/Mental Health Nurse 
Practitioner (PMHNP) Subprogram
The psychiatric/mental health nurse practitioner (PMHNP) 
subprogram requires 75 s.h. of graduate credit. In addition 
to the preceding required DNP core courses and electives, 
PMHNP students complete the following coursework.

PMHNP Required Coursework
Course # Title Hours
These core courses:
NURS:6024 Psychopharmacology for 

Advanced Practice
3

NURS:6540 Fundamental 
Communication for 
Advanced Practice Nursing

1

These clinical theory courses:
NURS:6510 Diagnostics for Psychiatric 

Mental Health Advanced 
Practice Nursing

3

NURS:6520 Psychotherapy Concepts and 
Applications for Advanced 
Practice

3

NURS:6530 Lifespan Psychiatric-Mental 
Health Nurse Practitioner 
Nursing Theories for 
Advanced Practice

3

These clinical practicums:
NURS:6511 Psychiatric Mental Health 

Nurse Practitioner Clinical 
Practicum I

3

NURS:6521 Psychiatric Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner Clinical 
Practicum II

3
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NURS:6531 Psychiatric Mental Health 
Nurse Practitioner Clinical 
Practicum III

3

Total Hours 22

Pathway Subprogram for the MSN to 
DNP
The pathway subprogram for the MSN to DNP requires 72 
s.h. of graduate credit. In addition to the preceding required 
DNP core coursework and electives, approved credit from a 
previously earned MSN can be applied toward the degree, 
up to a maximum of 32 s.h. Should the student require 
additional coursework to reach the 72 s.h. minimum, they 
would complete additional elective coursework chosen in 
consultation with their advisor.
Pathway subprogram students admitted with a current APRN 
certification and intending to earn additional population 
certification, i.e., a second APRN, may do so by adding 
a concurrent graduate certificate. Refer to the list of 
programs in the College of Nursing section of the catalog to 
see available graduate certificate options.
Pathway subprogram students admitted without a current 
APRN certification who later decide to earn APRN certification 
must transfer into one of the DNP population subprograms to 
ensure completion of the Direct Science Core curricula.
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