Geography, PhD

Applicants must meet the admission requirements of the
Graduate College; see the Manual of Rules and Regulations on
the Graduate College website.

A bachelor's degree with a major in geography is not required,
but applicants must have an undergraduate background
relevant to the field. Strength in social science, environmental
science, geographic information science, or another relevant
field and interest in exploring the spatial perspectives

that characterize modern geography are important in
admission decisions. Depending on their prior training,
graduate students may be required to take courses that are
prerequisites for coursework in their chosen area of graduate
study; credit earned in prerequisites does not count toward
the graduate degree.

Application materials should include undergraduate and
graduate transcripts with a grade-point average listed, three
letters of recommendation, and an essay in which applicants
state their reasons for wanting to study geography at the
University of lowa.

Applicants whose first language is not English must submit
official test scores to verify English proficiency. Applicants can
verify English proficiency by submitting official test scores
from the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL), the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS), or the
Duolingo English Test (DET).

New graduate students whose first language is not English are
required to take a speaking proficiency test when they arrive
at the university; eventually they take the English Language
Performance Test (ELPT). Students must be fully certified by
the ELPT before they begin their fourth semester in order to
be considered for funding in succeeding semesters. Students
who do not pass the tests are required to take Teaching
Assistant Preparation in English (TAPE) courses until they have
achieved proficiency in spoken English.
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https://grad.uiowa.edu/academics/manual/
https://esl.uiowa.edu/programs/teaching-assistant-preparation-english/
https://esl.uiowa.edu/programs/teaching-assistant-preparation-english/

