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Graduating with departmental honors and graduating with
university honors are two opportunities available to high-
achieving undergraduate students, each with specific and
distinct requirements. Some students pursue both options
while others pursue one or the other. Membership in the
University of Iowa Honors Program is encouraged, though not
required, to earn honors in the major.

Honors in the Major
Within the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, each major
develops its own requirements to achieve honors in the major.
To graduate with honors, departmental honors students must
maintain a cumulative University of Iowa grade-point average
(GPA) of at least 3.33 and a GPA of at least 3.33 in all work for
the major. They must be admitted to the department's honors
program by the first semester of their senior year or earlier.
Honors students in geography pursue study beyond the
typical undergraduate level. In order to graduate with honors
in the major, they work under the direction of a faculty
member to conduct original research and then prepare and
present an honors thesis based on their research. The thesis
is reviewed by a committee of at least three faculty members.
Departmental honors students earn credit for their thesis by
registering for GEOG:4995 Honors Thesis. They may substitute
GEOG:4030 Senior Project Seminar for GEOG:4995, as long as
they continue to work on the thesis under the direction of a
faculty member.

University of Iowa Honors
Program
In addition to honors in the major, students have opportunities
for honors study and activities through membership in the
University of Iowa Honors Program. Visit Honors at Iowa to
learn about the university's honors program.
Membership in the UI Honors Program is not required to earn
honors in the geography major.

https://honors.uiowa.edu/

