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Undergraduate minors: African American studies; American 
studies; gender, women's, and sexuality studies; Latina/o/
x studies; Native American and Indigenous studies; social 
justice
Undergraduate certificate: Native American and 
Indigenous studies
Graduate degrees: MA in American studies; PhD in 
American studies
Graduate certificates: African American studies; gender, 
women's, and sexuality studies; Native American and 
Indigenous studies
Faculty: https://americanstudies.uiowa.edu/people
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Courses
• African American Studies Courses
• American Studies Courses
• Gender, Women's, and Sexuality Studies Courses
• Latina/o/x Studies Courses
• Native American and Indigenous Studies Courses
• Social Justice Courses
• Sport Studies Courses

African American Studies Courses
AFAM:1000 First-Year Seminar 1 s.h.
Small discussion class; topics chosen by instructor. 
Requirements: first-year standing.
AFAM:1020 Introduction to African American 
Culture 3 s.h.
Examination of Black cultural experiences in the United 
States and the African diaspora; focus on literature, music, 
film, comics, anime, popular culture, and visual/performing 
arts. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as 
AMST:1030.
AFAM:1030 Introduction to African American 
Society 3 s.h.
History of African Americans in the United States from colonial 
times to the present; studies Black political, religious, social, 
and educational institutions in relation to the African diaspora 
and how various forces of modernity have shaped African 
American society across the centuries; students will come 
away with the complexities of Black life in the U.S. through 
explorations of important scholarship. GE: Understanding 
Cultural Perspectives.
AFAM:1041 African American Religion and Popular 
Culture 3 s.h.
Examination of the role African American religions play in 
shaping 20th century and contemporary popular culture in 
the United States; students explore recent histories of Black 
Christianity, American Islam, and African diaspora religions; 
gender and race; cultural production in hip hop, jazz, rhythm 
and blues, literature, poetry, film, sports, cuisine, visual art, 
and style. Same as RELS:1041.

AFAM:1130 The History of African American Film 3 s.h.
History of African American cinema; examination of 
various cycles of Black movie fare between 1912-1999. GE: 
Understanding Cultural Perspectives.
AFAM:1140 Introduction to Contemporary Black Art: 
Painting, Performance, and Process 3 s.h.
Introduction to African American art in the United States; 
exploration of major art events (i.e., Harlem Renaissance, 
Black Arts Movement); study of specific African American 
artists and their work; influence of race on artistic expression. 
Same as ARTS:1140.
AFAM:1240 The Art of Listening to Jazz 3 s.h.
What is jazz and its importance; guided introduction to jazz 
music, anatomy of jazz music, cultural context; development 
of skills to become an informed listener; process of performing 
jazz music, its connection with Black culture; focused 
listening/analysis of prominent jazz artists' work from past 
and present, including intersection between jazz and hip hop; 
formal music experience or training not required. GE: Literary, 
Visual, and Performing Arts. Same as MUS:1740.
AFAM:1241 The Soundtrack of Black America 3 s.h.
Linkage of African American culture and music; Black musical 
innovations that shaped mainstream American musical tastes 
over the last century; exploration of relationship between 
Black music and culture; examples of blues, jazz, gospel, hip 
hop; artists including Bessie Smith (blues), Mahalia Jackson 
(gospel), Miles Davis (jazz), Nas and Talib Kweli (hip hop). GE: 
Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as MUS:1741.
AFAM:1250 Introduction to African American 
Religions 3 s.h.
GE: Values and Society. Same as RELS:1350.
AFAM:1900 Diverse Topics in African American 
Studies 3 s.h.
Examination of African American experience based on a 
range of topics covering history and contemporary themes; 
significant contributions by African Americans to American 
society and around the world in the arts, literature, politics, 
music, religion, science, and other areas; evolution of African 
American culture and critical evaluation of issues, including 
intersectionality and inequality within specific subjects; 
social, cultural, and historical resources that challenge 
assumptions and biases when it comes to racial backgrounds 
and perspectives; key elements within each selected 
environment, along with meaningful events and individuals. 
GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives.
AFAM:2064 African American Families: Urban and 
Suburban 3 s.h.
Racial inequality and experiences of African American families 
in the United States during the 20th and 21st centuries; 
historical context for contemporary research on African 
American family; relative impact of structural and cultural 
factors on various aspects of African American family 
life, declining marriage rates, family formation patterns; 
intersections of race and class in family life; research methods 
used to examine dynamics of African American family 
life, including quantitative analysis, structured qualitative 
interviews, and ethnography. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as SOC:2064.
AFAM:2070 Black Television Culture 3 s.h.
Social and political impact of television dramas featuring 
people of African descent in the West; examination of 
production, reception, representation, and industry as it 
relates to the African American images that are granted 
tenure on television screens. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as COMM:2069.
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AFAM:2072 African American Popular Culture 3 s.h.
Examination of global popularity and impact of African 
American popular culture. Same as COMM:2072.
AFAM:2076 Race, Ethnicity, and Media 3 s.h.
Introduction to debates about media portrayals of race and 
ethnicity; focus primarily on entertainment media; use of 
general analytic perspectives (stereotype analysis, aesthetic 
analysis, history) applied to real-world examples; address one 
or more racial/ethnic groups in the United States. Same as 
COMM:2076.
AFAM:2079 Race and Ethnicity in Sport 3 s.h.
Structural and ideological barriers to racial and ethnic equality 
in sport, with focus on African American sport experiences; 
historical and contemporary issues, media representations. 
Same as SPST:2079.
AFAM:2266 Civil War and Emancipation 3 s.h.
160 years later, what can we learn about American history 
from studying a war that both killed and liberated an 
unprecedented number of people? Why did it take a war 
to end slavery? How did emancipation occur and how did 
enslaved people accelerate the destruction of U.S. slavery 
during the war? Same as HIST:2266.
AFAM:2267 African American History to 1877 3 s.h.
Experiences of African and African American people in the 
American colonies and the states of the new nation; history 
of Africans and African Americans as early settlers, enslaved 
and free, in places such as Detroit, Chicago, New York, and 
New Orleans; interactions with Indigenous people; role in the 
war for American independence; long history of resistance 
to slavery and racial discrimination; exploration of the rich 
history of community building, creation of significant Black 
social and cultural institutions, and formation of Black political 
thought and political activism. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as HIST:2267.
AFAM:2268 African American History Since the Civil 
War 3 s.h.
Exploration of racial oppression of African Americans and 
multiracial struggles against that oppression since the 
Civil War era; students examine the history of racism at 
individualized and systematic levels; historical efforts made 
by individuals and collective movements in service of the long 
Black freedom struggle; and the ways these twinned histories 
have shaped modern America. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as HIST:2268.
AFAM:2463 Topics in African American Literature 3 s.h.
Selected topics in African American literature. Same as 
ENGL:2463.
AFAM:2465 Selected African American Authors 3 s.h.
Literary works by selected African American authors. Same as 
ENGL:2465.
AFAM:2500 Black Culture and Experience: 
Contemporary Issues 3 s.h.
Exploration of various contemporary social topics (e.g., 
education, religion, literature, theater, media, politics, 
sports, criminal justice, health, economics); use of readings, 
interactive experiences, course assignments (reading essays, 
interview/profile, observation analysis, case study, final 
paper), and unit quizzes to understand Black life in the 21st 
century. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives.

AFAM:2700 The Black Image in Sequential Art: Comics, 
Graphic Novels, and Anime 3 s.h.
Provides a foundation to critically interpret the representation 
of people of African descent in sequential art; primary focus 
on serial comic strips, gags, comic books, graphic novels, 
video games, animation, anime, Manga, film, zines, and 
televisual examples of Blackness; emphasis of readings and 
viewing materials on gender, sexualities, economics, ethnicity, 
the transnational circulation and commodification of the Black 
image, fandom communities, independent and mainstream 
sequential art producers. Same as AMST:2700.
AFAM:2770 Environmental Racism: Black and White 
Community Politics 3 s.h.
Students study the movement for environmental justice within 
the broader context of U.S. land use and development to 
understand environmental racism's prevalence and how it can 
be addressed; topics include pollution, health, food access, 
transportation and agricultural practice to land loss, public 
space, and infrastructure; exploration of perspectives on the 
environment and environmentalism. Same as GHS:2770, 
SOC:2770.
AFAM:3053 The Civil Rights Movement 3 s.h.
History of the American civil rights movement. Same as 
AMST:3053, HIST:3253.
AFAM:3100 Critical Race Theory: Culture, Power, and 
Society 3 s.h.
Examination of the historical context of race and racism 
in U.S. history; focus on how social structures perpetuate 
longstanding patterns of racial inequality. Same as 
AMST:3100, SOC:3100.
AFAM:3110 Race, Organizations, and Workplace 3 s.h.
Examination of racial discrimination in the American 
workplace and organizations; historical context for 
development of complex organizations; various forms of racial 
discrimination; longstanding patterns of racial inequality 
central to American organizations. Same as SOC:3110.
AFAM:3245 Twentieth- and Twenty-first Century 
African American Religion 3 s.h.
Twentieth- and twenty-first-century African American religious 
history; major political and cultural movements including civil 
rights, Black power, Black feminism/womanism, hip hop, and 
Black Lives Matter; their impact on Black Christianity and 
Islam in the United States. Same as RELS:3745.
AFAM:3256 The Great Migration(s) in the Midwest3 s.h.
Investigation of African American migration to and within 
the Midwest; first and second Great Migrations (1910–1940, 
1940–1970); focus on reaction to and social, cultural, political, 
and economic impact of newcomers arrival; class time 
devoted to actual practice of historical research; students 
work on a collaborative project focused on the history of 
racial discrimination, housing segregation, and resistance 
to that oppression in Iowa's six metropolitan areas. Same as 
HIST:3256.
AFAM:3257 Civil Rights and Racial Justice: A Tour 
Through the South 1-3 s.h.
Exploration of the history of modern civil rights movement 
through lectures, shared readings, videos, and discussion; 
includes preparation and two-week tour of civil rights sites 
in the South. Prerequisites: SJUS:1001 or SJUS:2250 or 
GWSS:1002 or CCCC:2220 or AFAM:1030 or HIST:2268 
or HIST:2268 or HIST:3253 or HIST:3253 or HIST:3253 or 
HIST:3232 or AFAM:3100 or AFAM:3500 or AFAM:3260 or 
AFAM:3260 or HIST:3282 or HIST:3282 or HIST:4130. Same as 
GWSS:3257, HIST:3257, SJUS:3257.
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AFAM:3260 Violence in Black America 3 s.h.
Examination of violence—physical, structural, gendered, and 
psychological—and its impact of shaping Black American 
experience through resistance, cultural production, and 
community development. Same as HIST:3260.
AFAM:3262 The Black Midwest: History, Literature, and 
Culture 3 s.h.
Exploration of history, culture, and art of the Black Midwest 
using literature and scholarly readings, poems, music, and 
film; modern issues impacting Black Midwesterners; cultural, 
social, and political contributions of Black Midwesterners to 
the region and nation. Same as HIST:3262.
AFAM:3275 History of Slavery in North America 3 s.h.
Examines the origin, evolution, and patchwork abolition 
of Black chattel slavery in the parts of North America that 
became the United States; emphasizes the ways that slavery 
was not a static institution, but rather changed over time and 
space; centers the enslaved as historical actors with their 
own politics, economics, and culture; wrestles with historical 
memory and popular representations of slavery. Same as 
HIST:3275.
AFAM:3459 African American Literature Before 
1900 3 s.h.
African American literature before 1900. Same as ENGL:3459.
AFAM:3460 African American Literature After 
1900 3 s.h.
African American literature after 1900. Same as ENGL:3460.
AFAM:3461 Twenty-First Century African American 
Literature 3 s.h.
African American literature from 20th- and 21st-century 
writers; African American experience(s) of race, sexuality, 
gender, class, and privilege in contemporary era; various ways 
poets, rappers, authors tackle these themes within literary 
forms (i.e., fiction, creative nonfiction, autobiography, poems, 
songs); societal structures of power. Same as ENGL:3461.
AFAM:3462 African American Drama 3 s.h.
African American dramatic literature. Same as ENGL:3462, 
THTR:3462.
AFAM:3465 African American Autobiography 3 s.h.
The autobiography by African American writers. Same as 
ENGL:3465.
AFAM:3500 Malcolm X, King, and Human Rights 3 s.h.
Religion and politics of Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, 
Jr. in the context of U.S. civil rights and international human 
rights in West Africa and the Muslim world; emphasis on 
civil rights connections to Gandhi, the Nobel Peace prize, 
and other international experiences that have impacted 
Pan Africanists, such as Stokely Carmichael, who worked on 
human rights. Recommendations: international studies major 
or undergraduate standing. Same as HIST:3160, RELS:3808.
AFAM:3550 African Literature 3 s.h.
Literature by African writers. Same as ENGL:3550.
AFAM:3600 Digitizing Blackness 3 s.h.
Examination of Black cultural experiences in digital 
spheres, including digital humanities and new information 
technologies; focus on Afrofuturism, gaming, augmented 
reality, digital mapping, podcasting, social media, and digital 
cultures; exposure to digital tools and methods. Same as 
AMST:3600.

AFAM:3630 The Racial Wealth Gap: Black Debt, White 
Debt 3 s.h.
Exploration of extent, historical origins, and contemporary 
factors of the racial wealth gap with special attention to 
role of debt in U.S. race relations; potential topics include 
education debt, monetary sanctions in criminal justice, 
redlining, recession, bankruptcy, and reparations. Same as 
SOC:3630.
AFAM:3758 The Ancient African Past 3 s.h.
Africa to 1880; oral tradition and other sources; political 
development, ecological change, slavery and slave trade. 
Same as HIST:3758.
AFAM:3760 The Making of Modern Africa 3 s.h.
Africa in colonial and postcolonial period; economics, political 
structures of colonialism; social change, political life in the 
20th century. Same as HIST:3760.
AFAM:3900 Topics in African American Studies arr.
Different topic each semester.
AFAM:3925 African Americans and the Media 3 s.h.
Exploration of the theoretical notion of racialism in various 
genres of mass communication (i.e., music, print media, 
television/cable, film, social media); analysis and discussion 
of contemporary images and messages in media related 
to African American culture with close attention to impact 
of stereotypes, historical myths, stigmas, problematic 
representations, biased framing, and traditional racism. Same 
as JMC:3165.
AFAM:4250 Education In Black America 3 s.h.
Introduction to various educational policies and events 
germane to the history of African American education 
from 1900 through the mid-1980s; read works and watch 
documentaries that examine those policies, concepts, 
strategies, and events surrounding Black education; analyze 
and synthesize this information through small and large class 
discussions, reading responses, quizzes, a debate, a book 
review, a short essay, and related presentation. GE: Historical 
Perspectives. Same as EPLS:4250.
AFAM:4770 Environmental Justice 3 s.h.
Introduction to the field of environmental justice; 
understanding and addressing the processes that lead poor 
and marginalized communities to face a disproportionate 
degree of environmental risks and hazards. Same as 
GHS:4770, SEES:4770.
AFAM:4910 Special Topics 3 s.h.
Selected topics, issues, and debates about various 
components of African American culture including literature, 
sociology, psychology, media, history, rhetoric, theater, 
sports, health, and education.
AFAM:4980 Independent Study arr.
Topics vary.
AFAM:4990 Honors Project arr.
Independent research and writing on interdisciplinary topic.
AFAM:5900 Advanced Readings in African American 
Studies: Historic and Contemporary Debates arr.
Weekly readings and discussions of scholarly book chapters 
and articles related to key topics; students synthesize, debate, 
and critically evaluate all course material; topic areas include 
African American history, culture, politics, Black feminist 
criticism, critical race theory, intersectionality, and more; 
introduction to current research of African American studies 
faculty members; for students interested in conducting 
research about African American culture.
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AFAM:6300 Seminar: African American Religious 
History 3 s.h.
History of Black religions in the United States from the colonial 
times to the present, in relation to the African diaspora and 
how various forces of modernity have shaped Black religions 
and the cultures of Black people across centuries. Same as 
HIST:6200, RELS:6300.
AFAM:6500 Critical Readings in Cultural Studies: Stuart 
Hall's Legacy and Influences 3 s.h.
Exploration of the scholarship of Stuart Hall along with 
theories, methods, and history of cultural studies; focus on 
major areas of Hall's work including Marxist thought and 
the political economy, diasporas and globalization, cultural 
production and popular culture, film and cinema studies, 
race, ethnicity, identity, and differánce; key theorists that 
influenced Stuart Hall (e.g., Marx, Foucault, Fanon, Gramsci, 
Althusser) and scholars in cultural studies that have made 
appropriate use of Hall's writings and theories in their own 
work; role of theory in everyday life and the critical role of 
public intellectuals. Same as AMST:6500, ENGL:6050.
AFAM:6580 Seminar: Religion and Society 3 s.h.
Same as RELS:6580.
AFAM:6610 Studies in African American Literature3 s.h.
Same as ENGL:6610.
AFAM:7205 New Histories: U.S. Slavery arr.
Our approach to study of slavery and discipline of history 
have been upended by recent works by and about women; 
exploration of that scholarship and consideration of where it 
takes us in grappling with systems and subjectivity of slavery. 
Same as GWSS:7205, HIST:7205.
AFAM:7207 American Emancipations 3 s.h.
Sample the historiography of slavery, abolition, and 
emancipation in the Western Hemisphere. Focus on the 
movements to abolish Black chattel slavery in the eighteenth- 
and nineteenth-century United States; engage related 
histories throughout the Atlantic world. Same as HIST:7207.
AFAM:7210 The Long Civil Rights Movement arr.
Exploration of the history and historiography of the modern 
Black freedom struggle in the United States, with particular 
attention to how historians in recent years have reconsidered 
traditional framings of that struggle's chronology, geography, 
gender politics, political aspirations, and achievements. Same 
as HIST:7210.
AFAM:7214 Readings: African American Women's 
History arr.
Same as GWSS:7214, HIST:7214.

American Studies Courses
AMST:1000 First-Year Seminar 0-1 s.h.
Small discussion class taught by a faculty member; topics 
chosen by instructor; may include outside activities 
(e.g., films, lectures, performances, readings, field trips). 
Requirements: undergraduate first-year standing.
AMST:1010 Understanding American Cultures 3 s.h.
The United States in historical, contemporary, and 
transnational perspective; social and cultural diversity and 
conflict in American life; debates on concepts of America, the 
American Dream, national culture, citizenship. GE: Values and 
Society.

AMST:1030 Introduction to African American 
Culture 3 s.h.
Examination of Black cultural experiences in the United 
States and the African diaspora; focus on literature, music, 
film, comics, anime, popular culture, and visual/performing 
arts. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as 
AFAM:1020.
AMST:1049 Introduction to Native American and 
Indigenous Studies 3 s.h.
Exploration of past, present, and future of American Indians 
in the United States and beyond through film, art, music, 
and comedy. GE: Values and Society. Same as HIST:1049, 
NAIS:1049.
AMST:1060 Sex and Popular Culture in America 3 s.h.
Critical and historical introduction to representation of human 
sexuality in American popular culture from World War II to 
the present. GE: Values and Society. Same as ENGL:1410, 
GWSS:1060.
AMST:1074 Inequality in American Sport 3 s.h.
Cultural meanings of sport in contemporary U.S. culture; 
sport experiences, inclusion, and exclusion as affected by 
social class, gender and sexuality, age and ability, race 
and ethnicity, and religion. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as GWSS:1074, SPST:1074.
AMST:1080 American Political Humor 3 s.h.
How political humor reflects and influences American attitudes 
regarding government institutions, elected officials, the 
democratic process; how humor works; examples from 
Revolutionary War present and from varied media, including 
cartoons, fiction, film, television, internet.
AMST:1154 Food in America 3 s.h.
Cultural significance of production, distribution, and 
consumption of food in the United States. GE: Values and 
Society.
AMST:1290 Native American Foods and Foodways 3 s.h.
Native Americans as original farmers of 46% of the world's 
table vegetables; examination of food as a cultural artifact 
(e.g., chocolate, tobacco); food as a primary way in which 
human beings express their identities; environmental, 
material, and linguistic differences that shape unique 
food cultures among Native peoples across the Western 
Hemisphere; close analysis of Indigenous foods, rituals, 
and gender roles associated with them; how colonization 
transformed Native American, European, and African 
American cultures. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. 
Same as GHS:1290, HIST:1290, NAIS:1290.
AMST:1600 War Stories 3 s.h.
Exploration of the history of U.S. conflicts from Vietnam to 
the War on Terror through novels, film, and other cultural 
forms; specific focus on how U.S. social structures influence 
experiences of war. Same as LATS:1600, SJUS:1600.
AMST:1700 Fake News: A History of Misinformation in 
the United States 3 s.h.
Fake news is sometimes imagined as a recent phenomenon, 
but misinformation campaigns have a long history in the 
United States; students survey some of the most significant 
instances of misinformation in U.S. history from the18th 
century to present, explore the historical context that 
motivated the attempt at misinformation, consider how people 
sought to combat it, and reflect on outcomes and implications 
of these campaigns; tools to effectively identify and combat 
misinformation in contemporary life. Recommendations: basic 
knowledge of U.S. history.
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AMST:2000 Introduction to American Studies 3 s.h.
Variety of historic and contemporary sources, such as 
literature, law, photography, painting, film, TV, music, 
fashions, environments, events of everyday life. GE: Values 
and Society.
AMST:2020 Introduction to Comparative Ethnic 
Studies 3 s.h.
Engagement with multiculturalism beyond boilerplate 
references to oppression that may appear, on the surface, 
allotted equally among all marginalized groups; acquisition 
and application of terminology for specification of parameters 
of inequality within case studies in United States' history; 
comparison of arguments and theory about these concrete 
manifestations of differential modes of inequality through in-
class group work and essay exams.
AMST:2025 Diversity in American Culture 3 s.h.
History and variety of American identities, examined 
through citizenship, culture, social stratification; conflict and 
commonalities among groups according to race, ethnicity, 
gender, class, sexuality; how art, literature, music, film, 
photography, and other cultural artifacts represent diversity of 
identities. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives.
AMST:2084 Sport and Film 3 s.h.
Sport films as means of exploring contemporary ideas 
about sport in the U.S.; focus on narrative structure, 
characterization, historical, and political contexts; 
formal aspects of film analysis (e.g., editing, lighting, 
cinematography). Same as JMC:2084, SMC:2084, SPST:2084.
AMST:2101 Digital Media and the Future of Sport 3 s.h.
Emergence and significance of internet blogs, social media, 
convergence journalism, video games, and fantasy sports; 
economic, regulatory, and cultural forces that shape new 
media sport journalism and entertainment. Same as JMC:2101, 
SMC:2101, SPST:2101.
AMST:2150 Money, Capitalism, and Culture 3 s.h.
Investigation of novels, film, and art that represent 
complicated social and cultural life of money; how money's 
movement through American society shapes and is shaped 
by gender, race, and class dynamics; social origins and 
historical consequences of money, capital, and stock market; 
how novelists, filmmakers and artists come to terms with 
capitalism's ever-expanding reach.
AMST:2160 Love and Romance in America 3 s.h.
Exploration of the role of love and romance in the American 
experience; analysis of love and romance in their association 
with American ideals—pursuit of happiness, upward mobility, 
and liberation of self, nation, and world; history of romance as 
a genre; contemplation of picket fences, free love, bromance, 
valentines, green cards, desperate housewives, break-ups, 
hook-ups, and (un)happily ever after. Same as GWSS:2160.
AMST:2165 Native Peoples of North America 3 s.h.
History, culture of American Indian peoples; emphasis on 
North America. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. 
Same as ANTH:2165, NAIS:2165.
AMST:2230 Fame and Celebrity in U.S. History 3 s.h.
Cultural history of the meanings and implications of fame and 
celebrity in America; conception of fame in the 18th century 
as something earned through great deeds and conferred by 
future generations; rise of a culture of celebrity in 19th- and 
20th-century America; focus on theater, sports, movie, and 
musical stars; use of celebrities to sell products; implications 
for presidential campaigns; instant and ephemeral celebrity 
generated by television and the internet. Same as HIST:2230.

AMST:2292 Native American Law and Policy: A 
History 3 s.h.
Native Americans are citizens of governments that predate 
the U.S.; what it means to be a citizen of a federally 
recognized tribe within the U.S.; exploration of the peculiar 
status of Native nations and their citizens since 1789. Same as 
HIST:2292, NAIS:2292.
AMST:2300 Native Americans in Film 3 s.h.
Representations of Native Americans in film from the western 
to science fiction and animation. Same as NAIS:2300.
AMST:2700 The Black Image in Sequential Art: Comics, 
Graphic Novels, and Anime 3 s.h.
Provides a foundation to critically interpret the representation 
of people of African descent in sequential art; primary focus 
on serial comic strips, gags, comic books, graphic novels, 
video games, animation, anime, Manga, film, zines, and 
televisual examples of Blackness; emphasis of readings and 
viewing materials on gender, sexualities, economics, ethnicity, 
the transnational circulation and commodification of the Black 
image, fandom communities, independent and mainstream 
sequential art producers. Same as AFAM:2700.
AMST:2800 Sport and Commemoration 3 s.h.
Recognition of teams and athletes through celebration, 
honor, and enshrinement; sports heritage and Halls of 
Fame as major industries in the U.S. and internationally; 
exploration of museums, memory, statues, and stadia; sports 
commemoration in private and public spaces. Same as 
MUSM:2800, SMC:2800.
AMST:2847 Hawkeye Nation: On Iowa and Sport 3 s.h.
Identity, community, and place explored within local 
frameworks: the University of Iowa, Iowa City, State of Iowa; 
how sport, literature, film, other cultural institutions forge 
connections to community and shape Iowa's image in the 
public imagination; identity and community as complex and 
contested issues; local rituals, sites of memorialization, acts 
of erasure, management and use of public and private space 
such as UI athletic complex, Field of Dreams, Iowa Writers' 
Workshop, Iowa Avenue Literary Walk, Blackhawk Park; 
interdisciplinary approaches grounded in American studies, 
sport studies, Native American and Indigenous studies, 
literature, history. Same as SPST:2847.
AMST:3050 Topics in American Cultural Studies 3 s.h.
Special topics in American history, literature, culture.
AMST:3053 The Civil Rights Movement 3 s.h.
History of the American civil rights movement. Same as 
AFAM:3053, HIST:3253.
AMST:3078 Archiving Women's History 3 s.h.
Exploration of girls' and women's history in Iowa through 
collections at the Iowa Women's Archives; introduction to 
archival research, digital humanities, and Omeka (a digital 
collection and exhibit platform) with focus on sport-related 
collections; guided individualized research and exhibit 
development. Same as GWSS:3078, MUSM:3078, SPST:3078.
AMST:3095 Central America and Its Diaspora 3 s.h.
Explore the social structures, histories, and cultures of a 
number of Central American countries; specificities of the 
U.S. Central American experience including the challenges 
they face from other Latinx groups, changing immigration 
regimes, their relationship to their "home" countries, and the 
cultures and communities they build once they arrive. Same 
as LATS:3095.
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AMST:3100 Critical Race Theory: Culture, Power, and 
Society 3 s.h.
Examination of the historical context of race and racism 
in U.S. history; focus on how social structures perpetuate 
longstanding patterns of racial inequality. Same as 
AFAM:3100, SOC:3100.
AMST:3171 Baseball in America 3 s.h.
Forces that influenced political, economic, and social 
development of professional baseball in the United States; rise 
of major league baseball, its relationship to the minor leagues, 
and development of organized baseball industry. Same as 
SPST:3171.
AMST:3178 History of Sport in the United States 3 s.h.
Historic development of sport in the United States between 
1700 and 2000; economic forces, professionalization, growth 
of media, increasing opportunities, and ongoing challenges for 
various sporting populations. Same as SPST:3178.
AMST:3179 Twentieth-Century American Sport 3 s.h.
Historic development of sport in the United States between 
1900 and 2000; economic forces, professionalization, 
growth of media, and increasing opportunities and ongoing 
challenges for various sporting populations. Same as 
SPST:3179.
AMST:3205 American Cultural History 3 s.h.
Nineteenth- and twentieth-century U.S. history from a cultural 
perspective; culture defined broadly to encompass paintings, 
sculpture, theater, novels, and newer forms of entertainment 
made available by lithography, photography, cinema, the 
phonograph, radio, and television; rather than assume 
Americans were passive consumers of commercial culture, 
students examine how Americans expressed themselves 
through foodways, home decor, clothing fashions, or slang; 
how Americans drew on these cultural forms in social/political 
struggles over race, gender, class, and sexuality. Same as 
HIST:3205.
AMST:3249 Midwestern History 3 s.h.
People of Iowa and surrounding Midwestern states—a land 
where people work hard, are practical, down to earth, and 
honest; the idea of a place in the heartland as real or simply 
a myth; history of Midwestern states from Native American 
occupation to present; how reality, ideas, and images are 
portrayed. Same as HIST:3249.
AMST:3251 The Office: Business Life in America 3 s.h.
History of business life in America from birth of Wall Street 
to rise of Silicon Valley; modes of managing and regulating 
office workers; changing designs of office buildings, furniture, 
gadgets; corporate response to rise of class inequalities 
and growing gender and racial diversity in workforce; 
portrayal of businessperson in novels, movies, television, art, 
photography. Same as HIST:3251.
AMST:3264 Technology in American Culture and 
Society 3 s.h.
Social and cultural history of technology in the United States 
from cotton gin to smartphone; how technologies have shaped 
and been shaped by American culture, society, and politics
—encompassing technologies of production, communication, 
transportation, entertainment, warfare, voting, surveillance, 
and more; economic forces spurring technological innovation 
and ways in which ordinary users re-appropriate technologies; 
cultural responses to new technologies (e.g., writers, artists, 
filmmakers, critics) ranging from fear to celebration; utopian 
and dystopian imaginings of future technologies. Same as 
HIST:3264.

AMST:3265 American Monuments 3 s.h.
History of public monuments in the United States from the 
inception of first major monuments in the 1820s to the 
latest incarnations (e.g., counter-monuments such as the 
9/11 Memorial, spontaneous and temporary monuments, 
online memorials); how monuments have depicted Native 
Americans, Black people, women, and other groups; how 
monuments have commemorated foreign wars, Indian 
massacres, lynchings, and political movements (e.g., Civil 
Rights, women's suffrage); how popular protests have 
subverted or coopted monuments—or, in recent years, 
removed them altogether. Same as HIST:3265.
AMST:3410 Undocumented America: Citizenship, Race, 
and Immigration 3 s.h.
Examination of how literature and culture responds to and 
rearticulates culture, history, legal logic, and economic 
parameters that frame who is "legal" and "illegal" and how 
undocumented immigrants document and contest their 
lack of rights; how designations of immigrant's illegal or 
undocumented status depend on and maintain U.S. discourse 
about race and ethnicity. Same as LATS:3410.
AMST:3415 Latina/o/x Protest, Movement, 
Resistance 3 s.h.
Examination of history, form, and function of protest, social 
movement, and resistance by Latina/o/x peoples in the United 
States. Same as LATS:3415, SJUS:3415.
AMST:3430 Women on Stage 3 s.h.
Examination of how and why women in the United States have 
expressed themselves through theatre and performance from 
1776 to present; students study plays as performed events in 
specific times and places for specific audiences through works 
by African American, Asian American, European American, 
Latina, Native American, and lesbian/queer writers; what 
the theater—as a public, embodied art form—offers female 
writers; how stakes differ for women of diverse backgrounds 
in using this often suspect and uniquely powerful medium 
in particular historical moments; how changing definitions 
of gender and sexuality come into play; prior background in 
theater not required. Same as GWSS:3430, THTR:3430.
AMST:3450 Queer Latina/o/x Studies 3 s.h.
Relationship of Latina/o/x culture with gender, sexuality, and 
queerness. Same as GWSS:3432, LATS:3430, SJUS:3430.
AMST:3600 Digitizing Blackness 3 s.h.
Examination of Black cultural experiences in digital 
spheres, including digital humanities and new information 
technologies; focus on Afrofuturism, gaming, augmented 
reality, digital mapping, podcasting, social media, and digital 
cultures; exposure to digital tools and methods. Same as 
AFAM:3600.
AMST:3650 America's Games: Baseball, Football, and 
Nationalism 3 s.h.
Alignment of football and baseball with U.S. nationalism; 
designation of both as "America's game"; integration of 
nationalistic rituals into their pageantry; partnerships with 
the U.S. military; historical development of relationships over 
time; impact on U.S. culture in general. Same as SMC:3650.
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AMST:3670 Latinas/os/x in American Sport 3 s.h.
Introduction and survey of Latina/o/x sporting histories, 
diasporas, and significance within contemporary U.S. sport; 
exploration of various local and regional sport communities 
and identities; positionality and intersectionality in relation to 
broader discussions of race, ethnicity, and gender in American 
sport; participation trends across youth and professional 
sports; cultural and economic impacts of Latina/o/x players 
and fans; and Latina/o/x influence within sports media and 
management. Same as LATS:3670, SMC:3670.
AMST:3900 Seminar in American Cultural Studies 3 s.h.
Interdisciplinary perspectives on a single theme or period.
AMST:3994 Independent Study arr.
AMST:4800 Latina/o/x Popular Culture 3 s.h.
Role of Latina/o/x popular culture as a site of contemporary 
social practice and cultural politics in both local and global 
contexts; specific attention to notions of citizenship, identity, 
and culture. Taught in English. Same as COMM:4800, 
LATS:4800.
AMST:4999 Honors Project arr.
Independent interdisciplinary research, writing.
AMST:5000 Frameworks for Interdisciplinary Research 
in Ethnic and American Studies 3 s.h.
Research, theories, and methods in the interdisciplinary study 
of American cultures.
AMST:5002 Critical Theories and Cultural Studies 3 s.h.
Exploration and application of critical theories to 
contemporary sport; feminism, Marxism, critical race theory, 
whiteness studies, queer theory, postcolonial theory, 
postmodernism, and poststructuralism. Same as SPST:5002.
AMST:5005 Embedded Methods in Comparative Ethnic 
and American Studies 3 s.h.
Interdisciplinary work; beyond materials and research from 
other disciplines; awareness of epistemic precepts that 
guide each method and an understanding of the influence of 
disciplines from which they originate; attention to inflections 
shaped by originating fields; entry points to distinct methods 
in American studies, literary and media analysis, ethnography, 
archival research, quantitative methods, and more; reckoning 
with the possibilities and limitations of diverse methods; 
survey of research paths available within American and Ethnic 
studies parameters.
AMST:6050 Seminar: Topics in American Studies 3 s.h.
American cultural history; urbanization, mass media, 
pluralism, assimilation.
AMST:6140 Engaged Scholarship in the 
Humanities 0,3 s.h.
Survey of literature on community-engaged scholarship 
(CES) in the humanities; exploration of the pioneering work 
of engaged scholars in Native American, Latino, and African 
American studies; students write a research prospectus that is 
consistent with CES methodologies. Same as HIST:6140.
AMST:6300 Writing for Learned Journals 1-4 s.h.
Seminar that supports graduate students in bringing written 
work to publishable form; analysis of target journals' 
audiences, interests, and citation politics; submission and the 
publication process; response to reader reports and criticism; 
best writing and research practices; discussion of knowledge 
cultures and discourses in disciplines and the contemporary 
academy. Same as GRAD:6300, GWSS:6300, RHET:6330.

AMST:6500 Critical Readings in Cultural Studies: Stuart 
Hall's Legacy and Influences 3 s.h.
Exploration of the scholarship of Stuart Hall along with 
theories, methods, and history of cultural studies; focus on 
major areas of Hall's work including Marxist thought and 
the political economy, diasporas and globalization, cultural 
production and popular culture, film and cinema studies, 
race, ethnicity, identity, and differánce; key theorists that 
influenced Stuart Hall (e.g., Marx, Foucault, Fanon, Gramsci, 
Althusser) and scholars in cultural studies that have made 
appropriate use of Hall's writings and theories in their own 
work; role of theory in everyday life and the critical role of 
public intellectuals. Same as AFAM:6500, ENGL:6050.
AMST:7077 Sport Studies Workshop 1 s.h.
Development of individual research projects for group 
discussion. Requirements: graduate standing in American 
studies or sport studies. Same as SPST:7070.
AMST:7085 Dissertation Writing Workshop 1 s.h.
Dissertation preparatory work with peer and faculty critiques, 
including preparation of a prospectus, research activities, and 
chapter writing. Requirements: American studies graduate 
standing with postcomprehensive examination status.
AMST:7090 PhD Thesis arr.
AMST:7146 Temporality in History: United States and 
Beyond 1,3 s.h.
Introduction to growing field of temporal history; how time has 
been measured, regulated, experienced, and imagined in the 
West and non-West from antiquity to present with emphasis 
on 19th-and 20th-century United States; topics include time 
discipline (e.g., factory, slave plantation, corporate office), 
standard time, and deep time; focus on changing technologies 
of time (e.g., clocks, calendars) and to temporal impact of 
other technologies (e.g., cinema); application of temporal 
perspective to political revolution, warfare, nation building, 
class formation, gender relations, slavery, and urbanization. 
Same as HIST:7146.
AMST:7559 Race, Science, and Nature in Latin 
America arr.
Analysis of the history of United States and Latin America 
relations in the 20th century through the lens of scientific 
and agricultural change; how plant breeding, agrochemicals, 
heavy machinery, and irrigation systems set in motion trends 
that made the 20th century exceptional; possibility of feeding 
an unprecedented growing global population and transition of 
human species from being primarily rural to primarily urban 
in less than a hundred years; analysis of how a network of 
scientists, businesses, and governments made proliferation 
of agribusinesses possible to emphasize Indigenous and 
Mestizo peasants' role in that process. Same as HIST:7559, 
SEES:7559.
AMST:7994 Independent Study arr.

Gender, Women's, and Sexuality 
Studies Courses
GWSS:1000 First-Year Seminar 1 s.h.
Small discussion class taught by a faculty member; topics 
chosen by instructor; may include outside activities (e.g., 
films, lectures, performances, readings, visits to research 
facilities, field trips). Requirements: first- or second-semester 
standing.
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GWSS:1001 Introduction to Gender, Women's, and 
Sexuality Studies 3 s.h.
Introduction to feminist interdisciplinary study of women's 
lives, with emphasis on race, class, sexual orientation; work, 
family, culture, political and social change. GE: Understanding 
Cultural Perspectives.
GWSS:1002 Diversity and Power in the U.S. 3 s.h.
How the intersection of gender, race, class affects 
individual experience, national ideology, social institutions; 
interdisciplinary perspective. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives.
GWSS:1003 Introduction to Social Justice 3 s.h.
Introduction to principles and theories of social justice; 
students examine the history of influential social movements 
in the United States and the world in the last century; how 
intersectionality can create tensions between and among 
members of social movements; how race, class, gender, 
age, geography, and our bodies play a role in the application 
of theories of social justice. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as SJUS:1001.
GWSS:1046 Environmental Politics in India 3 s.h.
How resources, commodities, people, and ideas cross borders; 
examination of globalization through issues of technology, 
social justice, environment; perspectives from anthropology, 
gender studies, geography, energy science, and development. 
GE: International and Global Issues; Sustainability. Same as 
ANTH:1046, SEES:1046, SJUS:1046.
GWSS:1060 Sex and Popular Culture in America 3 s.h.
Critical and historical introduction to representation of human 
sexuality in American popular culture from World War II to 
the present. GE: Values and Society. Same as AMST:1060, 
ENGL:1410.
GWSS:1074 Inequality in American Sport 3 s.h.
Cultural meanings of sport in contemporary U.S. culture; 
sport experiences, inclusion, and exclusion as affected by 
social class, gender and sexuality, age and ability, race 
and ethnicity, and religion. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as AMST:1074, SPST:1074.
GWSS:1310 Gender and Society 3 s.h.
Role and status of women in society; sex differences, sex 
role socialization, theories about origin and maintenance of 
sexual inequalities, changes in social life cycle of women, 
implications for social institutions and processes; focus on 
contemporary United States. GE: Values and Society. Same as 
SOC:1310.
GWSS:2041 Gender, Communication, and Culture 3 s.h.
Social construction of gender and gendered identities across 
a range of communicative settings in contemporary U.S. 
society, including relationships, schools, organizations, 
media, and social movements; how communication creates, 
reproduces, sustains, and sometimes challenges and changes 
the meaning of gender and, with that, cultural structures and 
practices. Same as COMM:2041.
GWSS:2050 Jews, Judaism, and Social Justice 3 s.h.
Jewish frameworks for grappling with justice and ethics from 
ancient world to present day; emphasis on internal diversity 
of Jewish experience as well as interactions with dominant 
and other minority cultures. Same as HIST:2150, RELS:2250, 
SJUS:2050.

GWSS:2052 Women in Islam and the Middle East 3 s.h.
Women in the Islamic community and in non-Muslim Middle 
Eastern cultures; early rise of Islam to modern times; 
references to women in the Qur'an and Sunnah, stories from 
Islamic history; women and gender issues. GE: International 
and Global Issues. Same as RELS:2852.
GWSS:2075 Gender, Sexuality, and Media 3 s.h.
Mediated representations of gender and sexuality (television, 
film, and internet) to understand how these complex and 
complicated codes influence meaning of sex, sexuality, 
and gender; contemporary and historical examples used 
to engage texts that illuminate cultural conceptions of 
femininity, masculinity, heterosexuality, and homosexuality; 
cases that confuse and trouble the stability of these 
categories. Same as COMM:2075.
GWSS:2078 Women, Sport, and Culture 3 s.h.
Feminist analysis of girls' and women's sports experiences, 
including reproduction of gender through sport, recent 
changes in women's intercollegiate athletics, media 
representations of women's sport, feminist critiques, 
alternatives to sport. Same as SPST:2078.
GWSS:2080 The Cultural Politics of HIV-AIDS 3 s.h.
Complex historical shifts in cultural perceptions about HIV-
AIDS in the U.S. and transnationally; controversies around 
HIV-AIDS and their links with questions of gender and 
sexuality; how HIV-AIDS subsequently became the basis 
of a transnational industry comprising nongovernmental 
organizations, donors, and activists across the global north 
and south, starting from 1980s in the U.S. when HIV-AIDS 
first emerged into public sphere as a gay disease; link 
between HIV-AIDS and ideologies of development or progress, 
neocolonialism, and emergence of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, intersex, and questioning (LGBTIQ) movements 
in many parts of world. Recommendations: background in 
gender studies, and completion of rhetoric or at least one 
social sciences course. Same as GHS:2080.
GWSS:2100 Foundations of Health Humanities 3 s.h.
Examination of health, disease, care, and healing through 
humanities perspective; exploration of humanistic elements 
of medical care to better understand multiple meanings 
and impacts of disease, medical research and treatment, 
and health beliefs and practices in different communities; 
interdisciplinary inquiry through close reading, interpretation 
of visual images, and reflective and analytic writing to 
encourage adaptability and foster appreciation of non-
technoscientific factors in personal and professional health 
care decision-making. GE: Values and Society. Same as 
GHS:2100.
GWSS:2102 Anthropology of Marriage and Family 3 s.h.
Classic anthropological theories of kinship and marriage, 
including topics such as cousin marriage and incest; recent 
work on new reproductive technologies and transnational 
marriage. Same as ANTH:2102.
GWSS:2151 Global Migration in the Contemporary 
World 3 s.h.
Examination of social, economic, and cultural dimensions 
of global migration in the contemporary world from a 
transnational and anthropological perspective; primary 
focus is on migration to the United States, but in comparison 
to other migration trajectories. Recommendations: an 
introductory course in cultural anthropology is useful, but not 
required. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as 
ANTH:2151, IS:2151.
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GWSS:2160 Love and Romance in America 3 s.h.
Exploration of the role of love and romance in the American 
experience; analysis of love and romance in their association 
with American ideals—pursuit of happiness, upward mobility, 
and liberation of self, nation, and world; history of romance as 
a genre; contemplation of picket fences, free love, bromance, 
valentines, green cards, desperate housewives, break-ups, 
hook-ups, and (un)happily ever after. Same as AMST:2160.
GWSS:2190 Love Rules: Law and the Family Across 
Cultures 3 s.h.
Recent debates over legalizing gay marriage remind us that 
the law is not an abstract concept, it is a social creation that 
emphasizes certain cultural norms over others, both powerful 
and changeable; family law outlines what one cultural vision 
of relationships—those between lovers, parent and child, and 
between kin—supposedly should look like in a given society, 
a vision always marked by gendered, racial, and sexual 
divisions of power; students consider what happens when 
legal norms intersect with diverse ways that people make 
families through topics including marriage, divorce, custody, 
and surrogacy across the world. Same as ANTH:2190, IS:2190.
GWSS:2193 Literature, Culture, and Women 3 s.h.
Studies in the intersections between literature, culture, and 
women. Same as ENGL:2593.
GWSS:2222 Women in Premodern East Asian 
Literature 3 s.h.
Reading of East Asian literature portraying women from the 
first millennium B.C.E. through the 1800s; discussion of issues 
related to representations of women and conventional social, 
familial roles in premodern China, Korea, and Japan; cross-
cultural comparison of different perceptions and portrayals 
of women in premodern East Asian literary traditions. Taught 
in English. Recommendations: completion of all ESL courses. 
GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as ASIA:2222, 
WLLC:2222.
GWSS:2250 The History of Social Justice 
Movements 3 s.h.
History of contemporary social movements in the U.S. and 
how these movements have directly affected policies related 
to environment, food, reproductive justice, civil rights, 
immigration, labor, race, and gender; students read, explore, 
discuss, and write about the history of contemporary social 
movements in the U.S. that had lasting effects on policies 
related to environment, agriculture, health, reproductive 
justice, civil rights, labor, race, gender, and immigration; 
exploration of multiple modes of representation and 
resistance including protests, boycotts, strikes, music, art, 
writing, riots, civil disobedience, theater, poetry, dance, and 
poetry. Same as HIST:2250, SJUS:2250.
GWSS:2422 Feminist Ethics 3 s.h.
Philosophical evaluation of gender as a pervasive and 
persistent structuring principle for social inequality. Same as 
PHIL:2422.
GWSS:2500 Love, War, Activism: Stories About Women 
From Across the World 3 s.h.
Literary and cinematic representations of gender in works by 
authors and directors from the Global South; development 
of historical and cultural lines of inquiry to examine artistic 
representations of love, sexuality, friendship, and parenting; 
shifts in gender identities and relations that result from social 
and political crises. Same as ENGL:2570, SJUS:2500.

GWSS:2571 Visualizing Human Rights 3 s.h.
Cinematic representations of human rights issues in films by 
directors from the Global South; development of historical and 
cultural lines of inquiry to examine artistic representations 
of race relations in colonial and postcolonial societies; public 
health issues, specifically women's and children's rights in 
context of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Same as ENGL:2571, 
SJUS:2571.
GWSS:2650 Global Reproduction 3 s.h.
History of birth control and work of activists and organizations 
that emerged to promote it; troubling connections that 
spawned between reproductive rights and population control 
movements. Same as GHS:2650.
GWSS:2651 Gender and Sexuality in the Ancient 
World 3 s.h.
Survey of gender and sexuality issues in the social, political, 
and religious life of ancient Greece and Rome; evidence 
from literature, the visual arts, archaeology. Requirements: 
completion of GE CLAS Core Rhetoric and sophomore 
standing. GE: Values and Society. Same as CLSA:2651.
GWSS:2674 Food, Body, and Mind: A Global 
Perspective 3 s.h.
Exploration of local, national, and global forces that shape 
food consumption, body image, and spiritual practices. Taught 
in English. Same as GHS:2674, RELS:2674.
GWSS:2700 Transgender People, Politics, and 
Cultures 3 s.h.
How people live across and beyond social differentiation of 
sex and gender; how practices of identity building and political 
resistance transform or negotiate with social structures of 
gender, race, and class; burgeoning field of transgender 
studies which pushes to interrogate some fundamental 
aspects of human societies and question how supposedly 
"natural" categories of sex and gender are constructed and 
transformed; exploration of lives, politics, and subcultures 
of people who differ from gender norms in the United 
States and across the world; how transgender cultures 
and politics negotiate with structures of race and class. 
Recommendations: background in gender studies or social 
sciences.
GWSS:2900 Love, Sex, and Money: Sexuality and 
Exchange Across Cultures 3 s.h.
Everything from pop songs to advertisements warn us of 
the evils of gold diggers, “blingsexuals,” or “buyfriends"; in 
America, money is seen to corrupt the purity and authenticity 
of love and desire, but money also is an inevitable part 
of sex, love, and intimacy; cross-cultural examination of 
how relationships between love, money, and sexuality are 
organized in different places; different ways people form 
relationships with lovers, spouses, and persons who enable 
childbearing; rethinking gender roles, work, value, and power. 
Same as ANTH:2191.
GWSS:3005 Practicum 3-4 s.h.
Volunteer experience applying gender, women's, and 
sexuality studies in an authentic environment. Prerequisites: 
GWSS:1001. Same as SJUS:3005.
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GWSS:3010 Transnational Sexualities 3 s.h.
How ideas about normative and nonnormative sexuality, 
gender/sexual identities, and related social movements 
travel across geographical, political, and cultural boundaries; 
potentials and limits of using conceptual frameworks 
(i.e., sexuality, gender, LGBT, queer) across the west and 
global south; how sexuality always intersects with race, 
class, nationhood, and transnational systems of power; 
power structures that shape gender/sexuality through a 
transnational approach; connection of inequalities within the 
United States with those across the world. Same as GHS:3015.
GWSS:3045 Cultural Politics of the Environment in the 
US 3 s.h.
Introduction to feminist and queer theories of social space; 
material and symbolic construction of gender and sexuality; 
communicating gender and sexuality in different social spaces 
and scales in historical and contemporary contexts. Same as 
COMM:3045.
GWSS:3050 Topics in Gender, Women's, and Sexuality 
Studies 1,3 s.h.
Representative topics: American Indian/First Nations Women; 
population and the environment; feminism and the family; 
women, health, and healing; women of color.
GWSS:3078 Archiving Women's History 3 s.h.
Exploration of girls' and women's history in Iowa through 
collections at the Iowa Women's Archives; introduction to 
archival research, digital humanities, and Omeka (a digital 
collection and exhibit platform) with focus on sport-related 
collections; guided individualized research and exhibit 
development. Same as AMST:3078, MUSM:3078, SPST:3078.
GWSS:3100 LGBTQ/Queer Studies 3 s.h.
Overview of queer theory and queer studies; development of 
critical thinking skills in relation to cultural constructions of 
gender, sexuality, race, and other identity categories.
GWSS:3105 Contraception Across Time and 
Cultures 3 s.h.
Methods and history of contraception; issues of unwanted 
pregnancy and birth control in fiction, film, and media around 
the world. Same as CLSA:3105, GHS:3105, WLLC:3105.
GWSS:3118 Politics of Reproduction 3 s.h.
Examination of reproductive politics from historical, 
sociological, anthropological, and communicative 
perspectives; reproductive justice and bodily autonomy as 
key sites of feminist struggle in the United States and in 
global contexts; topical issues include abortion and birth 
control, assisted reproductive technologies, commercial 
surrogacy industries, LGBTQ family formation, and systems of 
reproductive violence. Same as ANTH:3118, COMM:3118.
GWSS:3121 Love, Marriage, and Family in India 3 s.h.
Anthropological understandings of love in India and the region 
of South Asia more broadly; emphasis on contemporary 
society; filial and motherly love, arranged marriage and 
romantic love, devotional and artistic expressions, love 
between siblings. Same as ANTH:3121.

GWSS:3138 Writing to Change the World 3 s.h.
Writers who can frame questions, weigh competing 
perspectives, structure an argument, and write with clarity 
and respect for diverse audiences as powerful agents for 
change; writers who have inspired human rights movements; 
public forms of writing with local organizations whose 
missions are shaped by social attitudes to gender and 
sexuality; conducting research and evaluation of evidence; 
best practices for communicating and collaborating; skills 
needed to be an effective advocate. Prerequisites: RHET:1030 
or RHET:1040 or RHET:1060. Same as SJUS:3138.
GWSS:3150 Feminist Readings of History 3 s.h.
Feminist analysis has revolutionized the writing of history
—not only on gender and sexuality, but also on topics as 
diverse as politics, economics, international relations, and 
social hierarchies (e.g., race, class, ability, religion); students 
examine feminist transformations of history with specific 
topics chosen by instructor. Same as HIST:3150.
GWSS:3154 Sexuality in the United States 3 s.h.
GWSS:3157 Gender, Sexuality, and Human Rights 3 s.h.
History of gender and sexuality as components in 
international human rights activism and law; current debates, 
representative topics. Same as HIST:3157.
GWSS:3171 Higher Education and Social Justice 3 s.h.
Reflection of students' place within educational systems; 
development of rhetorical tools for successful advocacy; 
advocation through writing for change within higher education 
and the UI; student loans, racial segregation, social and 
economic immobility, free speech, data insecurity, sexual 
assault. Same as ENGL:3571, SJUS:3171.
GWSS:3173 Gender, Sexuality, and Literature 3 s.h.
Representations of gender, class, and sexuality in British, 
American, or postcolonial literature. Same as ENGL:3573.
GWSS:3185 Global Women's Cinema 3 s.h.
Introduction to contemporary women's cinema and feminist 
filmmaking from around the world; emphasis on post-1968 
period and cinema produced outside the United States. Same 
as WLLC:3185.
GWSS:3200 Theories for Gender, Women's, and 
Sexuality Studies 3 s.h.
Historical and contemporary theoretical approaches to the 
study of gender and sexuality; emphasis on interdisciplinary 
methods of analysis and interpretation.
GWSS:3257 Civil Rights and Racial Justice: A Tour 
Through the South 1-3 s.h.
Exploration of the history of modern civil rights movement 
through lectures, shared readings, videos, and discussion; 
includes preparation and two-week tour of civil rights sites 
in the South. Prerequisites: SJUS:1001 or SJUS:2250 or 
GWSS:1002 or CCCC:2220 or AFAM:1030 or HIST:2268 
or HIST:2268 or HIST:3253 or HIST:3253 or HIST:3253 or 
HIST:3232 or AFAM:3100 or AFAM:3500 or AFAM:3260 or 
AFAM:3260 or HIST:3282 or HIST:3282 or HIST:4130. Same as 
AFAM:3257, HIST:3257, SJUS:3257.
GWSS:3282 Women and Power in U.S. History Since the 
Civil War 3 s.h.
Major events and themes in U.S. women's history from late 
19th century to present; how women's experiences have 
differed from men's; exploration of distinct but interconnected 
histories of different groups of women; changing ideals 
of femininity; women's experience of industrialization, 
immigration, depression, war, and sexual revolution; women's 
activism for social reform, women's rights, labor, civil rights, 
peace, and the New Right. Same as HIST:3282.
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GWSS:3300 Mothers and Motherhood 3 s.h.
Treatment of motherhood; role of motherhood and 
devaluation of social status. Same as ANTH:3300.
GWSS:3326 Politics of Progress: Nonprofits and 
Sexuality 3 s.h.
How nonprofit sector increasingly plays a significant role in 
countering socioeconomic inequalities in the United States 
and global south; role of nonprofit organizations in relation 
to governmental policies of development, transnational 
funders, and ideas of sexual progress; critics of development 
institutions' arguments that western ideas of progress impose 
and adversely affect groups they claim to empower, yet 
also may foster struggles for social justice that go beyond 
development policy; examination of transnational nonprofit 
sector in relation to gender/sexuality and how it impacts 
women and gender/sexual minorities around the world. 
Recommendations: background in gender studies or social 
sciences. Same as GHS:3327.
GWSS:3350 Transnational Feminism 3 s.h.
Exploration of feminist perspectives from the United States 
and outside of the United States; how geopolitics shapes 
understanding of familiar feminist issues (e.g., reproduction, 
cultural practices, sexualities, poverty); emphasis on global 
south regions and populations. Same as ANTH:3125, IS:3350.
GWSS:3400 Advocacy and Engagement 
Colloquium 1-3 s.h.
How to capitalize on volunteer experience; how experience 
can lead to careers in health care, law, advocacy, social work, 
social justice, education; issues related to domestic violence, 
community education, sexual assault; health care for women, 
youth, and LGBTQ populations; health care inequities, social 
justice; field journal. Recommendations: active volunteer work 
at feminist-centered organizations in Iowa, completion of 40-
hour training, plan to serve organization for up to ten or more 
hours each month, and attendance at regularly scheduled 
volunteer meetings. Same as SJUS:3400.
GWSS:3421 Performing Autobiography 3 s.h.
Advanced seminar and workshop; immersive readings in 
genre of contemporary autobiographical work, scholarship and 
criticism, and performance texts and videos as established 
artists have developed them; students write and perform 
their own original pieces stemming from personal experiences 
and interests. Recommendations: RHET:1030. Same as 
THTR:3421.
GWSS:3425 Women, Crime, and Justice 3 s.h.
Overview of women's experiences with crime and criminal 
justice system, with reference to experiences of men for 
purposes of comparison; role of race, ethnicity, and poverty 
in women's experiences; causes of crime, inequalities in 
police-citizen interactions, imprisonment, and other aspects of 
criminal justice system experience. Same as CRIM:3425.
GWSS:3427 Family, Gender, and Society in Early 
Modern Europe 3 s.h.
Social and gender ideologies as inscribed in patterns of 
authority (household, church, state); ranges of human 
endeavor (intellectual, psychological, biological); community 
organization (social, economic, legal, sexual); their influence 
on concept of community. Same as HIST:3427.

GWSS:3430 Women on Stage 3 s.h.
Examination of how and why women in the United States have 
expressed themselves through theatre and performance from 
1776 to present; students study plays as performed events in 
specific times and places for specific audiences through works 
by African American, Asian American, European American, 
Latina, Native American, and lesbian/queer writers; what 
the theater—as a public, embodied art form—offers female 
writers; how stakes differ for women of diverse backgrounds 
in using this often suspect and uniquely powerful medium 
in particular historical moments; how changing definitions 
of gender and sexuality come into play; prior background in 
theater not required. Same as AMST:3430, THTR:3430.
GWSS:3431 Topics in Latina/o/x Studies: History and 
Culture 1-3 s.h.
Historical and cultural approaches; topics vary. Same as 
LATS:3550.
GWSS:3432 Queer Latina/o/x Studies 3 s.h.
Relationship of Latina/o/x culture with gender, sexuality, and 
queerness. Same as AMST:3450, LATS:3430, SJUS:3430.
GWSS:3459 Black Midwesterners and the Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom 3 s.h.
Collaborative, project-based research seminar focused on 
the history and legacy of the Underground Railroad in the 
Midwest; understanding of site-specific events recognized 
as part of the National Underground Railroad Network to 
Freedom. Same as HIST:3259, SJUS:3459.
GWSS:3475 Working for Social Justice 3 s.h.
Identification and pursuit of careers in a wide range of fields 
where people advocate for and engage issues of social justice; 
writing self-assessments, résumés, sample employment 
application letters, statements of purpose; development 
of e-portfolios that highlight areas of student research and 
expertise; mock interview practice; Pomerantz Career Center 
resources; interviewing professionals in careers focused 
on social justice and feminist issues; local internship and 
volunteer possibilities; national and international educational 
and career opportunities for making a difference in the world. 
Same as SJUS:3475.
GWSS:3555 Gender, Conflict, and International 
Relations 3 s.h.
Role of gender in shaping international relations and 
processes of political violence; examination of traditional 
focus on men in war narratives, studies of political violence, 
and theories of international relations; reexamination of 
familiar theories of international relations through feminist 
lenses; coverage of the myriad ways women contribute to, 
participate in, and are affected by armed conflict around the 
world. Same as POLI:3555.
GWSS:3570 Transnational and Postcolonial Writing by 
Women 3 s.h.
Study of postcolonial and transnational writing by women. 
Same as ENGL:3570.
GWSS:3600 Art, Feminist Practice, and Social 
Justice 3 s.h.
Issues related specifically to gender, women's, and sexuality 
studies through the arts; themes include broad social issues 
such as violence, sexual assault, incarceration, reproduction, 
immigration, and labor; students explore a theme and work 
with community partners to address the theme through 
social practice in the arts. Recommendations: prior courses in 
gender, women's, and sexuality studies, or courses in social 
work, art education, or studio arts.
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GWSS:3750 Born in the USA: Fertility and 
Reproduction 3 s.h.
Exploration of when, why, how, and with whom Americans 
bear children; comparison to other developed and developing 
countries in the world; infertility and its treatments; ethics of 
surrogacy; voluntary childlessness; rapid rise of nonmarital 
childbearing in the U.S. and other countries; politics of 
childbirth; declining populations; rapid aging of rich where 
women have basically stopped having children. Same as 
SOC:3750.
GWSS:3900 Research for Public Engagement 3 s.h.
Emphasis on interdisciplinary reading, writing, research, 
and oral presentation skills necessary for pursuing socially 
engaged scholarship at a high level; students practice how 
to read for an argument, summarize and evaluate the ideas 
of others, and formulate their own positions within critical 
controversies. Same as COMM:3900.
GWSS:3950 Academic Internship 1-3 s.h.
Work under supervision of a faculty member on a scholarly 
or creative project related to the department or campus, or 
work with the director of undergraduate studies as a media, 
digital publishing, or teaching intern; students receive credit 
for the internship depending on the number of hours they 
work, learning objectives they develop, and meetings, written 
reports, and other research-related or self-evaluative writing 
they contract to do with the supervising faculty member. 
Prerequisites: GWSS:1001 or SJUS:1001. Requirements: 
gender, women's, and sexuality studies or social justice major 
or minor. Same as SJUS:3950.
GWSS:3990 Independent Readings and Research in 
Gender, Women's, and Sexuality Studies arr.
Topics not covered in regular curriculum.
GWSS:4026 French Women Writers 3-4 s.h.
Survey of 20th- and 21st-century French women's literature; 
introduction to French feminist thought; optional discussion 
section taught in French. Taught in English. Requirements: 
for 4 s.h. option—FREN:3060 and FREN:3300. Same as 
FREN:4026.
GWSS:4090 Senior Research Seminar 3 s.h.
Design and development of individual creative or scholarly 
projects in the field of gender, women's, and sexuality 
studies; emphasis on strengthening students' research and 
writing skills; synthesizing, extending, and applying work 
already completed in the major. Prerequisites: GWSS:1001 or 
(GWSS:1002 and GWSS:3900). Requirements: two women's 
studies courses numbered above GWSS:1001.
GWSS:4095 Honors Senior Thesis arr.
Supervised research, writing.
GWSS:4140 Feminist Activism and Global Health 3 s.h.
How female gender intersects with culture, environment, and 
political economy to shape health and illness; reproductive 
health, violence, drug use, cancer; readings in anthropology, 
public health. Prerequisites: ANTH:1101 or GWSS:1001 or 
CPH:1400 or GHS:2000. Same as ANTH:4140, CBH:4140, 
GHS:4140.

GWSS:4169 Black Feminist Rhetorics 3 s.h.
Exploration of multiple, varied, and complex histories of 
U.S. Black feminisms from rhetorical perspectives; focus 
on primary documents, speeches, essays, and manifesto/
as that shaped Black women's feminist organizations and 
inspire social change from late 19th century to present; 
social, political, and personal issues that Black feminists 
sought to address and transform, communicative and 
rhetorical methods utilized, and implications of these efforts 
for Black women's lives and broader U.S. American culture. 
Prerequisites: 2 of the following are required: (COMM:1112 or 
COMM:1170), (COMM:1117 or COMM:1130), (COMM:1168 or 
COMM:1174). Requirements: completion of two intermediate-
level communication studies courses (prefix COMM) numbered 
2000-2999. Same as COMM:4169.
GWSS:4540 Gender and Sexuality in French 
Cinema 3-4 s.h.
Cultural, historical, and semiotic approach to studying 
constructions of gender identity and discourses on sexuality 
in French cinema from 1920s to present; optional discussion 
section taught in French. Taught in English. Requirements: for 
4 s.h. option—prior enrollment in FREN:3060 and FREN:3300. 
Same as FREN:4540.
GWSS:4800 Seminar in Comparative Literature 3 s.h.
Focus on comparative, interdisciplinary, theoretical, and/
or inter-arts topic; topics vary; required for comparative 
literature major. Taught in English. Same as GRMN:4800, 
TRNS:4800, WLLC:4801.
GWSS:4820 Sociology of Sexuality 3 s.h.
Sociological perspectives on sexuality, including theoretical 
and conceptual developments, empirical regularities, and 
social implications; sexual expression in the United States. 
Prerequisites: SOC:1010 or SOC:1030. Same as SOC:4820.
GWSS:5000 Foundations for Gender, Women's, and 
Sexuality Studies 3 s.h.
Theory, methodology, practice, archive, and robust stakes of 
the interdisciplinary field of gender, women's, and sexuality 
studies (GWSS); analysis and discussion of the history and 
possible futures of the field, as well as the relationship of 
GWSS to student's developing interests and areas of study.
GWSS:5120 Reading Transnational Feminist 
Theory 3 s.h.
Issues in transnational feminist scholarship, including 
coloniality and globalization as related to domains of 
gendered work, cultural traditions, and development; 
interdisciplinary readings—including from qualitative social 
science—consider connections across the Global North and 
South. Same as ANTH:5120.
GWSS:5500 Tell Magazine Writing and Publishing 
Workshop 3 s.h.
Students serve as editorial, writing, and production staff for
Tell, the Department of Gender, Women's, and Sexuality 
Studies' digital magazine; Tell explores issues of race, 
class, gender, sexuality, ability, national identity, and other 
differences of power and privilege often absent in mainstream 
publications; students learn technical aspects of digital 
publication management, write their own stories and columns 
for the magazine and its ongoing blog, create digital and 
graphic materials, organize outreach events and manage 
social media outlets for the magazine, and work as editors 
and collaborative partners with one another and with writers 
and artists who submit work for publication. Prerequisites: 
GWSS:5000.
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GWSS:6050 Seminar: Gender, Women's, and Sexuality 
Studies 3 s.h.
Special topics in gender, women's, and sexuality studies.
GWSS:6130 Francophone Thought 3 s.h.
Comparative study of intellectual, literary, cultural, social, 
and historical developments in the Caribbean, the Indian 
Ocean, the Maghreb, and Sub-Saharan Africa; approaches 
include cultural theory, literary criticism, cinema, visual arts, 
women's studies, memory and trauma studies, postcolonial 
ecologies, and cultural anthropology; examination of key 
conceptual paradigms and cultivation of skills in critical 
thinking methodologies; students acquire theoretical tools 
to explore an interdisciplinary scholarly field and learn to 
establish connections between the main components of the 
course and their own research interests. Taught in French. 
Same as FREN:6130.
GWSS:6238 Gender and Education in Historical 
Perspective 3 s.h.
Gender in context of history of education in the United 
States; coeducation in common schools, academies, and 
high schools; women's arrival and experiences as college 
students; masculinity in higher education; single-sex 
versus coeducation; emphasis on conflicting historical 
interpretations. Same as EPLS:6238.
GWSS:6239 LGBTQ History in Education 3 s.h.
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and questioning 
(LGBTQ) issues in context of history of education in United 
States; LGBTQ teachers, students, and studies in K-12 and 
higher education; emphasis on differences in historical 
interpretations. Same as EPLS:6239.
GWSS:6275 Higher Education and Society 3 s.h.
Explores theory, research, and practices of engaging 
difference through interdisciplinary lenses and at the 
intersections of sociopolitical identities and ideologies 
within the context of higher education/student affairs, K-12, 
and as it relates to society, government, and community 
agency settings; examines the implications of sociopolitical 
contexts on practices in research, teaching, and service within 
education. Requirements: PhD, EdD, or advanced-level MA 
standing. Recommendations: introductory course on issues 
of race, culture, gender, sociopolitical issues, or structural 
oppression is strongly recommended. Same as EPLS:6275.
GWSS:6300 Writing for Learned Journals 1-4 s.h.
Seminar that supports graduate students in bringing written 
work to publishable form; analysis of target journals' 
audiences, interests, and citation politics; submission and the 
publication process; response to reader reports and criticism; 
best writing and research practices; discussion of knowledge 
cultures and discourses in disciplines and the contemporary 
academy. Same as AMST:6300, GRAD:6300, RHET:6330.
GWSS:6343 Feminist Criticism 3 s.h.
Explore the rich terrain of feminist criticism within 
contemporary rhetorical and cultural studies; survey key 
interdisciplinary debates within contemporary feminist theory 
and criticism, trace significant trajectories within the history of 
feminist criticism, and consider how interdisciplinary feminist 
perspectives continue to shape humanities scholarship, 
including in communication studies and religious studies. 
Provides a strong foundation for exploring how feminism 
might meaningfully inform the art of academic inquiry and 
critical practice. Same as COMM:6343, RELS:6343.

GWSS:6345 New Materialisms 3 s.h.
Exploration of new strategies for rupturing persistent 
dichotomies of subject/object, representation/real, culture/
nature, and active humans/passive things offered by theories 
of the vitality and agency of matter; introduction to origins 
of and developments in new materialisms; oriented to 
interdisciplinary inquiry and application to research in the 
humanities, broadly conceived; particular attention to actor-
network theory, feminism, queer theory, infrastructuralism, 
and materialist theories of media. Same as COMM:6345, 
RELS:6345.
GWSS:6990 Independent Study arr.
GWSS:7000 Gender, Women's, and Sexuality Studies 
Graduate Practicum 1-3 s.h.
Volunteer work experience, or conceptualization and 
execution of research projects. Prerequisites: GWSS:5000.
GWSS:7122 Readings: History of Gender and 
Sexuality arr.
Topics in international and transnational history of gender and 
sexuality. Same as HIST:7122.
GWSS:7205 New Histories: U.S. Slavery arr.
Our approach to study of slavery and discipline of history 
have been upended by recent works by and about women; 
exploration of that scholarship and consideration of where it 
takes us in grappling with systems and subjectivity of slavery. 
Same as AFAM:7205, HIST:7205.
GWSS:7214 Readings: African American Women's 
History arr.
Same as AFAM:7214, HIST:7214.
GWSS:7275 Readings in the History of Women and 
Gender in the U.S.A. arr.
Same as HIST:7275.
GWSS:7400 Graduate Research Presentation 
Workshop 3 s.h.
Crafting a presentation for the annual James F. Jakobsen 
Graduate Conference each spring; students work with an 
existing creative and/or scholarly project from another class 
or context; discussion of an array of presentation practices in 
gender, women's, and sexuality studies including interactivity, 
accessibility, audience engagement, workshopping, recursive 
revision, institutional justice, and various experiments with 
form, genre, discipline, body, and language; for students 
pursuing the Certificate in Gender, Women's, and Sexuality 
Studies. Prerequisites: GWSS:5000. Requirements: gender, 
women's, and sexuality studies graduate certificate standing.
GWSS:7805 Readings in Middle East History arr.
Global perspective on major topics in modern history of the 
Middle East and North Africa including gender, sexuality, race, 
and empire. Same as HIST:7805.

Latina/o/x Studies Courses
LATS:1000 First-Year Seminar 1 s.h.
Small discussion class taught by a faculty member; topics 
chosen by instructor; may include outside activities 
(e.g., films, lectures, performances, readings, field trips). 
Requirements: first- or second-semester standing.
LATS:1600 War Stories 3 s.h.
Exploration of the history of U.S. conflicts from Vietnam to 
the War on Terror through novels, film, and other cultural 
forms; specific focus on how U.S. social structures influence 
experiences of war. Same as AMST:1600, SJUS:1600.
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LATS:1700 Latina/o/x Literature in the United 
States 3 s.h.
Introduction to growing cultural production of varied Latina/
o/x communities (e.g., Chicano, Puerto Rican American/
Nuyorican, Cuban American) that have a strong presence in 
the United States; recent cultural production from borderland 
transcultural spaces with physical, cultural, economic, 
political, and mythical elements; visions of the United States 
from contemporary Latin American writers who recently have 
become U.S. residents. Taught in English. GE: Literary, Visual, 
and Performing Arts; Values and Society. Same as SPAN:1700.
LATS:1898 Introduction to Latina/o/x Communication 
and Culture 3 s.h.
Introduction to fundamentals of communication by and about 
Latina/o/x in the U.S.; Latina/o/x as one of the fastest growing 
demographics; how Latina/o/x history, politics, and culture 
remain little understood despite a longstanding and growing 
presence in Iowa and across the nation; historical orientation; 
Latina/o/x social movement and protest (e.g., Chicana/
o/x movements, Young Lords Organization), institutional 
discourses (e.g., congressional, presidential, legal discourses), 
and Latina/o/x in popular culture (film, television, music, 
sports). GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as 
COMM:1898.
LATS:2280 Introduction to Latina/o/x Studies 3 s.h.
Introduction to field of Latina/o/x studies through 
interdisciplinary readings from literature, history, sociology, 
political science, urban studies, and anthropology; 
commonalities and differences among long-standing Latina/
o/x populations (i.e., Mexican Americans, Puerto Ricans, 
Cuban Americans); challenges faced by newer arrivals (i.e., 
Dominican Americans, Salvadoran Americans, Guatemalan 
Americans, Central and South American immigrants). Taught 
in English. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. Same as 
HIST:2280.
LATS:3095 Central America and Its Diaspora 3 s.h.
Explore the social structures, histories, and cultures of a 
number of Central American countries; specificities of the 
U.S. Central American experience including the challenges 
they face from other Latinx groups, changing immigration 
regimes, their relationship to their "home" countries, and the 
cultures and communities they build once they arrive. Same 
as AMST:3095.
LATS:3100 Latinx Community Engagement 3 s.h.
Focus on Latinx engagement in local communities.
LATS:3104 Immigration Politics 3 s.h.
United States immigration policy and political consequences 
of Latina/o/x population growth; contrast of political 
experiences of Latina/o/x with groups and ideals of democratic 
political systems; analyses of past immigration policies; 
studies of public opinion, voter turnout, and campaign tactics. 
Same as LAS:3104, POLI:3104.
LATS:3410 Undocumented America: Citizenship, Race, 
and Immigration 3 s.h.
Examination of how literature and culture responds to and 
rearticulates culture, history, legal logic, and economic 
parameters that frame who is "legal" and "illegal" and how 
undocumented immigrants document and contest their 
lack of rights; how designations of immigrant's illegal or 
undocumented status depend on and maintain U.S. discourse 
about race and ethnicity. Same as AMST:3410.

LATS:3415 Latina/o/x Protest, Movement, 
Resistance 3 s.h.
Examination of history, form, and function of protest, social 
movement, and resistance by Latina/o/x peoples in the United 
States. Same as AMST:3415, SJUS:3415.
LATS:3430 Queer Latina/o/x Studies 3 s.h.
Relationship of Latina/o/x culture with gender, sexuality, and 
queerness. Same as AMST:3450, GWSS:3432, SJUS:3430.
LATS:3435 Intersectional Identities: Writing About the 
Twenty-first-Century Self 3 s.h.
Analysis of intersections between systems of oppression, 
domination, and discrimination; focus on how writers of 
color represent those connections and critical articulation of 
students' lived experience of them. Same as WRIT:3435.
LATS:3467 Latina/o/x Literatures and Cultures 3 s.h.
Exploration of major themes and research topics in Latina/o/x 
literatures and cultures. Same as ENGL:3467.
LATS:3468 Writing About Migration and Memory 3 s.h.
Examines how writers face the challenge of writing across 
cultures through reading texts that center migration and 
through writing about migration across any genre. Writing 
workshop and community of readers discussing how 
transnational narratives of migration complicate the concept 
of home. Same as ENGL:3768, WRIT:3468.
LATS:3520 Oral Histories of Health Care 3 s.h.
Oral histories capture individual lived experiences in relation 
to structures of law, language, society, and culture; students 
learn oral history methods and connect with members of the 
local community to conduct interviews that record their lived 
experiences of access to health care; these interviews may be 
archived in Special Collections and Archives at the University 
Libraries. Recommendations: some knowledge of Spanish is 
useful but not required. Same as GHS:3520.
LATS:3522 Indigenous Women and Rural Unrest in 
Latin America 3 s.h.
Trace the major and everyday forms of contestation between 
Indigenous peoples and the groups that have tried to 
assimilate, subjugate, or dominate them in Latin America, 
concentrating on Mesoamerica, the Amazonia, and the Andes; 
explore questions of power, identity, and resistance through 
the lens of gender. Same as HIST:3522.
LATS:3550 Topics in Latina/o/x Studies: History and 
Culture 1-3 s.h.
Historical and cultural approaches; topics vary. Same as 
GWSS:3431.
LATS:3670 Latinas/os/x in American Sport 3 s.h.
Introduction and survey of Latina/o/x sporting histories, 
diasporas, and significance within contemporary U.S. sport; 
exploration of various local and regional sport communities 
and identities; positionality and intersectionality in relation to 
broader discussions of race, ethnicity, and gender in American 
sport; participation trends across youth and professional 
sports; cultural and economic impacts of Latina/o/x players 
and fans; and Latina/o/x influence within sports media and 
management. Same as AMST:3670, SMC:3670.
LATS:4171 Community Media 3 s.h.
Theory and history of community media as means of cultural 
expression, political participation, and social change; focus 
on case studies from Latin America and other global contexts. 
Prerequisites: 2 of the following are required: (COMM:1112 or 
COMM:1170), (COMM:1117 or COMM:1130), (COMM:1168 or 
COMM:1174). Requirements: completion of two intermediate-
level communication studies courses (prefix COMM) numbered 
2000-2999. Same as COMM:4171.
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LATS:4800 Latina/o/x Popular Culture 3 s.h.
Role of Latina/o/x popular culture as a site of contemporary 
social practice and cultural politics in both local and global 
contexts; specific attention to notions of citizenship, identity, 
and culture. Taught in English. Same as AMST:4800, 
COMM:4800.
LATS:4805 Chicano Cinema 3 s.h.
History of Chicano independent and industry film and 
television production since the Chicano political and 
cultural movement began in the 1960s. Taught in English. 
Requirements: one literature or culture course in Spanish 
numbered SPAN:3000 or above, or any cinematic arts course 
(prefix CINE) numbered 2000 or above. Same as CINE:4705, 
SPAN:4805.
LATS:4990 Independent Project in Latina/o/x 
Studies arr.
Independent work under the supervision of Latina/o/x studies 
faculty.

Native American and Indigenous 
Studies Courses
NAIS:1049 Introduction to Native American and 
Indigenous Studies 3 s.h.
Exploration of past, present, and future of American Indians 
in the United States and beyond through film, art, music, 
and comedy. GE: Values and Society. Same as AMST:1049, 
HIST:1049.
NAIS:1095 Native American Art 3 s.h.
Survey of the visual arts of Indigenous peoples in North 
America with emphasis on regions that have become the 
United States; exploration of painting, sculpture, ceramics, 
fiber arts, performance, and architecture as expressions of 
identity, creativity, resistance, and resilience from ancestral 
traditions through transformations prompted by non-Native 
contact to today's vibrant art scene. GE: Literary, Visual, and 
Performing Arts; Values and Society. Same as ARTH:1095.
NAIS:1290 Native American Foods and Foodways 3 s.h.
Native Americans as original farmers of 46% of the world's 
table vegetables; examination of food as a cultural artifact 
(e.g., chocolate, tobacco); food as a primary way in which 
human beings express their identities; environmental, 
material, and linguistic differences that shape unique 
food cultures among Native peoples across the Western 
Hemisphere; close analysis of Indigenous foods, rituals, 
and gender roles associated with them; how colonization 
transformed Native American, European, and African 
American cultures. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. 
Same as AMST:1290, GHS:1290, HIST:1290.
NAIS:1500 Topics in Native American and Indigenous 
Studies 3 s.h.
Native American and Indigenous peoples; concepts, problems, 
and issues.
NAIS:2165 Native Peoples of North America 3 s.h.
History, culture of American Indian peoples; emphasis on 
North America. GE: Understanding Cultural Perspectives. 
Same as AMST:2165, ANTH:2165.
NAIS:2292 Native American Law and Policy: A 
History 3 s.h.
Native Americans are citizens of governments that predate 
the U.S.; what it means to be a citizen of a federally 
recognized tribe within the U.S.; exploration of the peculiar 
status of Native nations and their citizens since 1789. Same as 
AMST:2292, HIST:2292.

NAIS:2300 Native Americans in Film 3 s.h.
Representations of Native Americans in film from the western 
to science fiction and animation. Same as AMST:2300.
NAIS:2500 Indigenous Art, Land, and Social 
Justice 3 s.h.
Examples, readings, discussions, and special projects to 
examine contemporary visual, performance, and multimedia 
art by Native North American and other Indigenous artists as 
a component of broader indigenous activism for social justice 
and defense of land.
NAIS:3110 Colonialism and Indigenous Health 
Equity 3 s.h.
Health problems and services for Indigenous populations 
worldwide, from perspective of Fourth World postcolonial 
politics. Prerequisites: ANTH:1101 or ANTH:2165 or GHS:2000 
or HIST:1049 or CPH:1400. Same as ANTH:3110, CBH:4200, 
GHS:3110.
NAIS:3145 Excavation to Exhibit: Making Artifacts 
Public 3 s.h.
In-depth exploration of methodological, theoretical, and 
historical issues in the creation of archaeological museum 
exhibitions including hands-on learning involving the 
development of an exhibit for the Stanley Museum of Art. 
Same as ANTH:3145, MUSM:3145.
NAIS:3240 Cultural Resources Management 
Archaeology: Practice and Practicalities 3 s.h.
Cultural Resources Management (CRM) archaeology is 
the largest sector of archaeological research in the United 
States in terms of employment, funding, field- and lab-
related activity; students investigate the past and navigate 
complexities of compliance requirements from federal, 
state, and local regulations concerning historic preservation; 
introduction to legal, procedural, and practical foundations of 
CRM archaeology; preparation for employment by acquisition 
of skills from project planning through dissemination of 
results. Recommendations: completion of other anthropology, 
geography, history, or Native American studies courses. Same 
as ANTH:3240.
NAIS:3243 Archaeology of the American 
Midcontinent 3 s.h.
Survey of the archaeology of the American midcontinent 
for students interested in the past beyond what historical 
documents reveal; exploration of Late Pleistocene and Archaic 
hunter-gatherer adaptations, Woodland and Late Prehistoric 
horticulturalists, Middle and Upper Mississippian emergent 
chiefdoms, and historic period first contact, fur trade, and fort 
sites; how archaeologists utilize regional archaeological data 
in addressing culture change issues to develop the essential 
grounding for understanding how people lived in different 
times and places in the past, and how prehistoric peoples 
relate to their modern descendants across the midcontinent. 
Recommendations: ANTH:1201. Same as ANTH:3243.
NAIS:3257 North American Archaeology 3 s.h.
Prehistoric cultural development north of Mexico from initial 
occupation to European contact and conquest; emphasis on 
dynamics of culture change. Same as ANTH:3257.
NAIS:3270 Colonial North America, ca. 1600-1775 3 s.h.
Introduction to major themes in colonial American history 
prior to the American Revolution; Native American history; 
colonialism and Native resistance; slavery; material culture; 
religion and spirituality; immigration; gender and sexuality in 
cross-cultural perspective. Same as HIST:3270.
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NAIS:3289 The Atlantic World c. 1450-1850 3 s.h.
Interactions between peoples of Europe, Africa, 
and the Americas between the 15th and mid-19th 
centuries, interconnected system of exchange that defied 
national and imperial boundaries; encounters between Native 
Americans, Africans, and Europeans in different parts of the 
Americas; forced and voluntary resettlement of Africans 
and Europeans overseas; development of plantation slave 
societies; biological consequences of transatlantic contact; 
circulation of people, goods, and ideas; development of creole 
societies; era of revolutions; abolition of slavery. Same as 
HIST:3289.
NAIS:3305 Human Osteology 3 s.h.
The human skeletal system; normal and pathologic variation; 
skeletal measurement and analysis with application 
to paleoanthropology, forensic, and archaeological 
investigations. Same as ANTH:3305.
NAIS:3430 Environmental Politics and Indigeneity 3 s.h.
Examination of contemporary environmental challenges 
through the lens of indigeneity; exploration of the concepts 
of environment and indigeneity, and development of a 
guiding framework for analyzing environmental challenges; 
application of this framework to analyze themes including 
climate change, biodiversity, food production, management 
of genetic resources, extractivism, and sustainable 
development; environmental/indigenous scholars and activists 
share their work and insights. Same as POLI:3430.
NAIS:3432 Agriculture Politics and Policy 3 s.h.
Examination of local, national, and international politics and 
policies around agriculture including genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs), subsidies, trade, genetic seed banks, 
sustainability, and indigeneity. Same as POLI:3432.
NAIS:3441 Native American Literature 3 s.h.
Native American literature and culture. Same as ENGL:3441.
NAIS:3502 A Journey Through Mexico's Past: From 
Tenochtitlan to Independence 3 s.h.
Mexican history from early human migrations and pre-
Hispanic civilizations to Spanish colonization and the War 
for Independence; students will explore Indigenous codices, 
colonial records, and global connections, while analyzing how 
diverse people shaped Mexico's past; emphasis is placed on 
historical methods, critical reading of sources, and developing 
original research on precolonial and colonial Mexico. Same as 
HIST:3502, LAS:3502.
NAIS:3580 Native American Public Policy 3 s.h.
Exploration of ways that Native nations govern themselves, 
including the relationship between these sovereign entities 
and the U.S. government; topics include Indian Child Welfare 
Act, membership and enrollment, income and taxation, crime 
and justice; how these systems have changed over time; 
current practices and innovations that have emerged within 
different tribes. Same as PBAF:3580, SSW:3580.
NAIS:4500 Special Topics in Native American and 
Indigenous Studies 1-3 s.h.
Native American and Indigenous peoples; concepts, problems, 
and issues.
NAIS:4990 Independent Study arr.
NAIS:5099 American Indian and Native Studies 
Proseminar 1 s.h.
Intensive reading on designated topics with multidisciplinary 
relevance in Native American and Indigenous studies; may 
include screenings, field trips, guest speakers, special events.

NAIS:6050 Seminar: Topics in Native American and 
Indigenous Studies 3 s.h.
Native American and Indigenous peoples; concepts, problems, 
and issues.
NAIS:6099 Independent Study Project arr.
Completion of a significant scholarly project that addresses 
the scope, goals, and ongoing development of Native 
American and Indigenous studies as an academic field; 
findings presented on campus (e.g., NAIS steering committee 
or in association with an NAIS-sponsored event) or at an 
academic conference.
NAIS:6620 Readings in Native American 
Literatures 3 s.h.
Same as ENGL:6620.
NAIS:7202 Readings: 20th-Century Native American 
History arr.
Examination of the Indigenous 20th century through a series 
of themes including settler colonialism, sovereignty and self-
determination, federal Indian policy, and Indigenous feminism; 
readings focus primarily on secondary sources, but attention 
is given to key primary sources; students are required to carry 
out specified research tasks. Same as HIST:7202.

Social Justice Courses
SJUS:1001 Introduction to Social Justice 3 s.h.
Introduction to principles and theories of social justice; 
students examine the history of influential social movements 
in the United States and the world in the last century; how 
intersectionality can create tensions between and among 
members of social movements; how race, class, gender, 
age, geography, and our bodies play a role in the application 
of theories of social justice. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as GWSS:1003.
SJUS:1046 Environmental Politics in India 3 s.h.
How resources, commodities, people, and ideas cross borders; 
examination of globalization through issues of technology, 
social justice, environment; perspectives from anthropology, 
gender studies, geography, energy science, and development. 
GE: International and Global Issues; Sustainability. Same as 
ANTH:1046, GWSS:1046, SEES:1046.
SJUS:1600 War Stories 3 s.h.
Exploration of the history of U.S. conflicts from Vietnam to 
the War on Terror through novels, film, and other cultural 
forms; specific focus on how U.S. social structures influence 
experiences of war. Same as AMST:1600, LATS:1600.
SJUS:2000 Theories of Social Justice 3 s.h.
Introduction to important theories of intersectional feminist 
social justice. Prerequisites: RHET:1030 or RHET:1040 or 
RHET:1060. Recommendations: prior or concurrent enrollment 
in SJUS:1001 strongly recommended for social justice majors 
or minors.
SJUS:2006 Transnational Solidarities 3-4 s.h.
Examination of connections forged by intellectuals, activists, 
and political thinkers in struggles against systems of 
colonialism, imperialism, capitalism, and state violence 
throughout the 20th century; opportunities to make 
connection with other struggles against racism, supremacy, 
patriarchy, and domination; optional discussion section taught 
in Arabic. Taught in English. Requirements: for 4 s.h. option—
ARAB:1002. Same as ARAB:2006, WLLC:2006.
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SJUS:2050 Jews, Judaism, and Social Justice 3 s.h.
Jewish frameworks for grappling with justice and ethics from 
ancient world to present day; emphasis on internal diversity 
of Jewish experience as well as interactions with dominant 
and other minority cultures. Same as GWSS:2050, HIST:2150, 
RELS:2250.
SJUS:2135 Decoding Disability: Rhetoric of Access and 
Accommodations 3 s.h.
Explores how language shapes perceptions of disability, 
access, and accommodations—acting both as a barrier to and 
a means of challenging societal norms. Students examine 
the role of rhetoric in defining ability and how communication 
practices impact accessibility. Through written, spoken, 
signed, and digital expression, they analyze how cultural 
frameworks value or marginalize different bodies and 
minds. Emphasizing practical strategies, the course equips 
students to foster accessibility and opportunity in academic, 
professional, and public spaces. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as RHET:2135.
SJUS:2240 Introduction to Jewish Studies 3 s.h.
Introduction to the interdisciplinary field of Jewish studies; 
topics include history from ancient origins to the present, 
sociology of Jewish life in the U.S. and internationally, ethical 
and religious principles and practices, Jewish embeddedness 
in non-Jewish societies, and controversies within and 
surrounding the Jewish world. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as HIST:2149, JSTU:2149, RELS:2240.
SJUS:2250 The History of Social Justice 
Movements 3 s.h.
History of contemporary social movements in the U.S. and 
how these movements have directly affected policies related 
to environment, food, reproductive justice, civil rights, 
immigration, labor, race, and gender; students read, explore, 
discuss, and write about the history of contemporary social 
movements in the U.S. that had lasting effects on policies 
related to environment, agriculture, health, reproductive 
justice, civil rights, labor, race, gender, and immigration; 
exploration of multiple modes of representation and 
resistance including protests, boycotts, strikes, music, art, 
writing, riots, civil disobedience, theater, poetry, dance, and 
poetry. Same as GWSS:2250, HIST:2250.
SJUS:2500 Love, War, Activism: Stories About Women 
From Across the World 3 s.h.
Literary and cinematic representations of gender in works by 
authors and directors from the Global South; development 
of historical and cultural lines of inquiry to examine artistic 
representations of love, sexuality, friendship, and parenting; 
shifts in gender identities and relations that result from social 
and political crises. Same as ENGL:2570, GWSS:2500.
SJUS:2571 Visualizing Human Rights 3 s.h.
Cinematic representations of human rights issues in films by 
directors from the Global South; development of historical and 
cultural lines of inquiry to examine artistic representations 
of race relations in colonial and postcolonial societies; public 
health issues, specifically women's and children's rights in 
context of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. Same as ENGL:2571, 
GWSS:2571.
SJUS:3005 Practicum 3-4 s.h.
Volunteer experience applying gender, women's, and 
sexuality studies in an authentic environment. Prerequisites: 
GWSS:1001. Same as GWSS:3005.

SJUS:3138 Writing to Change the World 3 s.h.
Writers who can frame questions, weigh competing 
perspectives, structure an argument, and write with clarity 
and respect for diverse audiences as powerful agents for 
change; writers who have inspired human rights movements; 
public forms of writing with local organizations whose 
missions are shaped by social attitudes to gender and 
sexuality; conducting research and evaluation of evidence; 
best practices for communicating and collaborating; skills 
needed to be an effective advocate. Prerequisites: RHET:1030 
or RHET:1040 or RHET:1060. Same as GWSS:3138.
SJUS:3171 Higher Education and Social Justice 3 s.h.
Reflection of students' place within educational systems; 
development of rhetorical tools for successful advocacy; 
advocation through writing for change within higher education 
and the UI; student loans, racial segregation, social and 
economic immobility, free speech, data insecurity, sexual 
assault. Same as ENGL:3571, GWSS:3171.
SJUS:3190 Global Debt 3 s.h.
Economies as cultural systems that emphasize the role of 
worldviews and "meaning-making" in organizing economies; 
debt as a key mechanism in creation and maintenance of 
relationships; focus on how exchange, distribution, and 
obligation serve to shore up or sever various social institutions 
and links between debt, inequality, and power; debt in various 
forms, from a round of drinks to student loans, and from the 
U.S. mortgage crisis to development aid; diverse array of 
economies—from gift exchange to ceremonial destruction 
of wealth, and from Melanesia to Wall Street—to evaluate 
assumptions that undergird different systems of debt and 
credit. Requirements: introductory course in anthropology 
or international studies or gender, women's, and sexuality 
studies. Same as ANTH:3190, IS:3190.
SJUS:3250 Literature and Social Justice 3 s.h.
How literature from various time periods—American and 
global—has enacted, represented, depicted, or encouraged 
forms and acts of social justice; students study various genres 
(e.g., essay, poem, autobiography, short story, fiction) and 
learn how literature has been used to conceptualize social 
justice, address national and global inequities, and take up 
complex and intersecting issues of power and privilege. Same 
as ENGL:3572.
SJUS:3257 Civil Rights and Racial Justice: A Tour 
Through the South 1-3 s.h.
Exploration of the history of modern civil rights movement 
through lectures, shared readings, videos, and discussion; 
includes preparation and two-week tour of civil rights sites 
in the South. Prerequisites: SJUS:1001 or SJUS:2250 or 
GWSS:1002 or CCCC:2220 or AFAM:1030 or HIST:2268 
or HIST:2268 or HIST:3253 or HIST:3253 or HIST:3253 or 
HIST:3232 or AFAM:3100 or AFAM:3500 or AFAM:3260 or 
AFAM:3260 or HIST:3282 or HIST:3282 or HIST:4130. Same as 
AFAM:3257, GWSS:3257, HIST:3257.
SJUS:3400 Advocacy and Engagement 
Colloquium 1-3 s.h.
How to capitalize on volunteer experience; how experience 
can lead to careers in health care, law, advocacy, social work, 
social justice, education; issues related to domestic violence, 
community education, sexual assault; health care for women, 
youth, and LGBTQ populations; health care inequities, social 
justice; field journal. Recommendations: active volunteer work 
at feminist-centered organizations in Iowa, completion of 40-
hour training, plan to serve organization for up to ten or more 
hours each month, and attendance at regularly scheduled 
volunteer meetings. Same as GWSS:3400.
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SJUS:3415 Latina/o/x Protest, Movement, 
Resistance 3 s.h.
Examination of history, form, and function of protest, social 
movement, and resistance by Latina/o/x peoples in the United 
States. Same as AMST:3415, LATS:3415.
SJUS:3430 Queer Latina/o/x Studies 3 s.h.
Relationship of Latina/o/x culture with gender, sexuality, and 
queerness. Same as AMST:3450, GWSS:3432, LATS:3430.
SJUS:3459 Black Midwesterners and the Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom 3 s.h.
Collaborative, project-based research seminar focused on 
the history and legacy of the Underground Railroad in the 
Midwest; understanding of site-specific events recognized 
as part of the National Underground Railroad Network to 
Freedom. Same as GWSS:3459, HIST:3259.
SJUS:3475 Working for Social Justice 3 s.h.
Identification and pursuit of careers in a wide range of fields 
where people advocate for and engage issues of social justice; 
writing self-assessments, résumés, sample employment 
application letters, statements of purpose; development 
of e-portfolios that highlight areas of student research and 
expertise; mock interview practice; Pomerantz Career Center 
resources; interviewing professionals in careers focused 
on social justice and feminist issues; local internship and 
volunteer possibilities; national and international educational 
and career opportunities for making a difference in the world. 
Same as GWSS:3475.
SJUS:3510 Topics in Social Justice 3 s.h.
Students deep dive into a specific topic that invites research 
and debate about the ways cultures understand social 
justice—human rights in relation to gender and sexuality, 
race and ethnicity, generations, class religion, species, and 
environment.
SJUS:3560 Public Policy and Persuasion 3 s.h.
Students build their skill set in policy analysis, formation, and 
communication through a social justice lens; engagement 
in service learning projects in one Iowa community, where 
work done directly impacts that community's ability to 
make changes; development of effective writing and 
oral presentation styles that can be adapted to different 
audiences; focus on homelessness policy using social policy 
and social justice concepts to explore work of policy makers 
who have "right-sized" existing systems to serve communities 
in crisis and propose solutions to systemic problems that 
disadvantage marginalized populations. Prerequisites: 
RHET:1030 or RHET:1040 or RHET:1060. Same as PBAF:3560, 
POLI:3560, RHET:3560.
SJUS:3950 Academic Internship 1-3 s.h.
Work under supervision of a faculty member on a scholarly 
or creative project related to the department or campus, or 
work with the director of undergraduate studies as a media, 
digital publishing, or teaching intern; students receive credit 
for the internship depending on the number of hours they 
work, learning objectives they develop, and meetings, written 
reports, and other research-related or self-evaluative writing 
they contract to do with the supervising faculty member. 
Prerequisites: GWSS:1001 or SJUS:1001. Requirements: 
gender, women's, and sexuality studies or social justice major 
or minor. Same as GWSS:3950.
SJUS:3990 Independent Study in Social Justice arr.
Topics not covered in regular social justice curriculum.

SJUS:4080 Advocacy and Engagement Capstone 3 s.h.
Design and development of individual creative or 
scholarly projects in the field of social justice; emphasis 
on strengthening student's research and writing skills; 
synthesizing and extending work already completed in the 
social justice major. Prerequisites: SJUS:1001 and SJUS:2250 
and GWSS:3138.
SJUS:4085 Social Justice Bachelor of Arts Honors Senior 
Thesis 3 s.h.
Work on honors thesis in social justice. Requirements: honors 
standing, and completion (or in progress) of coursework for BA 
in social justice.

Sport Studies Courses
SPST:1000 First-Year Seminar 1-2 s.h.
Small discussion class taught by a faculty member; topics 
chosen by instructor; may include outside activities (e.g., 
films, lectures, performances, readings, visits to research 
facilities). Requirements: first- or second-semester standing.
SPST:1074 Inequality in American Sport 3 s.h.
Cultural meanings of sport in contemporary U.S. culture; 
sport experiences, inclusion, and exclusion as affected by 
social class, gender and sexuality, age and ability, race 
and ethnicity, and religion. GE: Understanding Cultural 
Perspectives. Same as AMST:1074, GWSS:1074.
SPST:2077 Sport and Religion in America 3 s.h.
Sport as a religion; religiosity in sports; examination of 
religion and sport as connected in important ways in American 
society. Same as RELS:2877.
SPST:2078 Women, Sport, and Culture 3 s.h.
Feminist analysis of girls' and women's sports experiences, 
including reproduction of gender through sport, recent 
changes in women's intercollegiate athletics, media 
representations of women's sport, feminist critiques, 
alternatives to sport. Same as GWSS:2078.
SPST:2079 Race and Ethnicity in Sport 3 s.h.
Structural and ideological barriers to racial and ethnic equality 
in sport, with focus on African American sport experiences; 
historical and contemporary issues, media representations. 
Same as AFAM:2079.
SPST:2084 Sport and Film 3 s.h.
Sport films as means of exploring contemporary ideas 
about sport in the U.S.; focus on narrative structure, 
characterization, historical, and political contexts; 
formal aspects of film analysis (e.g., editing, lighting, 
cinematography). Same as AMST:2084, JMC:2084, SMC:2084.
SPST:2101 Digital Media and the Future of Sport 3 s.h.
Emergence and significance of internet blogs, social media, 
convergence journalism, video games, and fantasy sports; 
economic, regulatory, and cultural forces that shape 
new media sport journalism and entertainment. Same as 
AMST:2101, JMC:2101, SMC:2101.
SPST:2170 Sport and Globalization 3 s.h.
Sport as both a global and local phenomenon; influence 
of global economic, political, and cultural forces on local 
sporting expressions, experiences, and identities; global 
sporting cultures from cricket to capoeira; global sporting 
spectacles from the Olympics and Paralympics to the FIFA 
World Cup; global sporting celebrities and athlete migrants 
from Maria Sharapova and Christiano Rinaldo to Yao Ming 
and Dominican Republic baseball; global sporting production, 
consumption, and development from global labor and 
environmental concerns to sport for development and peace. 
GE: International and Global Issues; Sustainability.
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SPST:2500 Sport and Technology 3 s.h.
Connections between sport and technology; performance 
enhancement to Paralympians, sex testing to scientific racism, 
Fitbits to e-sports, data analytics and journalism; cultural 
approaches to understanding how science, medicine, and 
technology impact active bodies, sporting industries, and 
infrastructure; debates regarding risks and responsibilities; 
exploration of various roles (e.g., athletes, administrators, 
architects, engineers, programmers, trainers) in creating 
and sustaining past, present, and future of sports. Same as 
SMC:2500.
SPST:2847 Hawkeye Nation: On Iowa and Sport 3 s.h.
Identity, community, and place explored within local 
frameworks: the University of Iowa, Iowa City, State of Iowa; 
how sport, literature, film, other cultural institutions forge 
connections to community and shape Iowa's image in the 
public imagination; identity and community as complex and 
contested issues; local rituals, sites of memorialization, acts 
of erasure, management and use of public and private space 
such as UI athletic complex, Field of Dreams, Iowa Writers' 
Workshop, Iowa Avenue Literary Walk, Blackhawk Park; 
interdisciplinary approaches grounded in American studies, 
sport studies, Native American and Indigenous studies, 
literature, history. Same as AMST:2847.
SPST:3078 Archiving Women's History 3 s.h.
Exploration of girls' and women's history in Iowa through 
collections at the Iowa Women's Archives; introduction to 
archival research, digital humanities, and Omeka (a digital 
collection and exhibit platform) with focus on sport-related 
collections; guided individualized research and exhibit 
development. Same as AMST:3078, GWSS:3078, MUSM:3078.
SPST:3171 Baseball in America 3 s.h.
Forces that influenced political, economic, and social 
development of professional baseball in the United States; rise 
of major league baseball, its relationship to the minor leagues, 
and development of organized baseball industry. Same as 
AMST:3171.
SPST:3172 Football in America 3 s.h.
Forces that influenced political, economic, and cultural 
development of college and professional football in the 
United States; rise of the National Football League and 
its relationship to college football and commercial media 
interests.
SPST:3173 Cultures of Basketball 3 s.h.
Exploration of different ways basketball has been played, 
marketed, and celebrated in the United States and globally. 
Recommendations: background in U.S. history and/or African-
American history.
SPST:3175 Sport and the Media 3 s.h.
Examination of sport and media's intimate relationship; 
aesthetic, cultural, political, economic, and industrial factors 
that shape it. Same as JMC:3183.
SPST:3176 Sport and Nationalism 3 s.h.
Role of sport in the phenomenon of nationalism; selected 
theories; case studies on Ireland, Australia, British West 
Indies, Cold War United States, and fascist Europe.
SPST:3178 History of Sport in the United States 3 s.h.
Historic development of sport in the United States between 
1700 and 2000; economic forces, professionalization, growth 
of media, increasing opportunities, and ongoing challenges for 
various sporting populations. Same as AMST:3178.

SPST:3179 Twentieth-Century American Sport 3 s.h.
Historic development of sport in the United States between 
1900 and 2000; economic forces, professionalization, 
growth of media, and increasing opportunities and ongoing 
challenges for various sporting populations. Same as 
AMST:3179.
SPST:3181 The Business of Sport Communication 3 s.h.
Critical and practical approach to understanding 
contemporary sports media and business practices that mark 
it; focus on sports media industries and institutions; branding, 
marketing, demographic, public relations, and promotional 
factors that shape content. Same as JMC:3540, SMC:3540.
SPST:3182 Sport, Scandal, and Strategic 
Communication in Media Culture 3 s.h.
Use of sport scandal to consider relationship between sport 
and media in American and global popular culture; broad 
range of case studies used to consider what constitutes 
a sport scandal, how this definition shifts in different 
circumstances; crucial roles media play in creating, 
communicating, and diffusing these crises; how phenomenon 
of sports scandal has intensified along with emergence 
of cable television, internet, and social media. Same as 
JMC:3182, SMC:3182.
SPST:3184 Narrative Sports Journalism 3 s.h.
Historical review of long-form sports journalism to understand 
development of subjects, form, and technique of sports 
coverage and long-form nonfiction writing; students read 
several long-form articles and books that incorporate 
reporting about sports, and propose an original long-form 
work about sports. Same as JMC:3184, SMC:3184.
SPST:3193 Independent Study 1-3 s.h.
Problem in a specific area.
SPST:3500 The Olympics 3 s.h.
Real-time analysis and evaluation of current Winter or 
Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games; cultural history 
of modern Olympic Games (1896 to present); economics 
and politics of mega-events (e.g., cancellations, boycotts, 
protests); amateurism, professionalism, and athlete migrants; 
commercialization, broadcasting rights, and branding; 
nationalism, internationalism, and (post)colonialism; social 
and cultural impacts and controversies (e.g., social and 
environmental sustainability); Olympic bids, committees, 
and hosts; sex, gender, and racial discrimination; doping; 
technology, television, and social media.
SPST:3600 Internship in Sport and Culture 1-3 s.h.
Faculty-supervised professional work experience in sport and 
culture. Requirements: major in sport media and culture or 
sport and recreation management.
SPST:4999 Honors Project 1-3 s.h.
Independent research project under faculty guidance for the 
creation of an honors thesis in Sport Studies.
SPST:5002 Critical Theories and Cultural Studies 3 s.h.
Exploration and application of critical theories to 
contemporary sport; feminism, Marxism, critical race theory, 
whiteness studies, queer theory, postcolonial theory, 
postmodernism, and poststructuralism. Same as AMST:5002.
SPST:6010 Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness 
I 3 s.h.
Operational and financing aspects of nonprofit management; 
mission and governance of organization; strategic planning 
for effective management, including finance, budget, income 
generation, fund-raising. Same as MGMT:9150, PBAF:6278, 
RELS:6070, SSW:6247, URP:6278.
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SPST:6020 Nonprofit Organizational Effectiveness 
II 3 s.h.
Qualities for leadership of nonprofit organizations, including 
relationships with staff and volunteers; relationship of 
nonprofit and outside world; marketing, public relations, 
advocacy strategies for nonprofits. Same as MGMT:9160, 
PBAF:6279, RELS:6075, SSW:6248, URP:6279.
SPST:6072 Seminar in Cultural Studies of Sport 3 s.h.
Current theoretical debates in sport studies; applications of 
critical cultural studies theories to critical analysis of sport.
SPST:7070 Sport Studies Workshop 1 s.h.
Development of individual research projects for group 
discussion. Requirements: graduate standing in American 
studies or sport studies. Same as AMST:7077.
SPST:7090 Thesis: PhD arr.
SPST:7940 Independent Study arr.


