Latin American
Studies Courses
(Spanish and
Portuguese)(LAS)

LAS Courses

This is a list of courses with the subject code LAS. For
more information, see Department of Spanish and
Portuguese (College of Liberal Arts and Sciences) in the
catalog.

LAS:1150 Brazilian Culture and Carnival

Dance, music, historical, and social contents of Brazilian
Carnival production, critical theories of performance, religious
backgrounds, and theatre making in carnival parades. GE:
Engineering Be Creative; Values and Society. Same as
DANC:1150.

LAS:2200 Introduction to Spanish American
Cultures

Introduction to study of cultural history of Spanish America;
topics range from pre-Colombian times to present; for
students who are just starting work on the Spanish major or
minor. Requirements: SPAN:1502 or SPAN:1503. Same as
SPAN:2200.

LAS:2220 The Olmec, Maya, and Aztecs: Archaeology of
Mesoamerica
Archaeological data related to the evolution of civilization in
Mesoamerica; sequence from hunter-gatherers to A.D. 1519;
emphasis on Central Mexico, Maya area, Oaxaca. Same as
ANTH:2220.

LAS:2311 Music of Latin America and the
Caribbean

Folk and popular musical traditions and their social contexts
in Latin America, the Caribbean; listening skills; video/film
screenings. GE: Literary, Visual, and Performing Arts; Values
and Society. Same as MUS:2311.

LAS:2415 Latin American Politics 3 s.h.
Governmental institutions, major interest groups; focus on
area as a whole. GE: International and Global Issues. Same as
POLI:2415.

LAS:2500 Readings in Spanish American
Literature

Tools for improving reading skills; basic concepts for textual
understanding; historical overview of literary works, with focus
on Spanish American literature. Requirements: SPAN:1502 or
SPAN:1503. Same as SPAN:2500.

LAS:2700 Introduction to Latin American Studies 3 s.h.
Cultures of Latin American countries with emphasis on
cultural history and cultural production; interdisciplinary
survey. Taught in English. GE: World Language and Cultural
Exploration. Same as 1S:2700, PORT:2700, SPAN:2700.

LAS:2800 Screening Latin America
Basic introduction to contemporary Latin American societies
and cultures through fiction feature films (i.e., comedies,
dramas) and documentaries by major filmmakers; previous
knowledge of film analysis not required. Taught in Spanish.
Requirements: SPAN:1502 or SPAN:1503. Same as SPAN:2800.
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LAS:2850 Brazilian Narrative in Translation 3 s.h.
Representative readings of modern and contemporary novels,
short stories, and other narrative forms; cultural background;
focus on major writers. Taught in English. GE: Literary, Visual,
and Performing Arts. Same as PORT:2850, SPAN:2850.

LAS:2900 Music of the Hispanic World 3 s.h.
Introduction to music of Spain and Latin America, including
the United States; listening skills, music appreciation,
continuing development of Spanish language skills. Taught

in Spanish. Requirements: SPAN:1502 or SPAN:1503. Same as
SPAN:2900.

LAS:3020 Journalistic Writing in Spanish

Spanish writing skills; introduction to style and practice
of journalistic reporting and writing. Taught in Spanish.
Requirements: at least one course taught in Spanish at the
2000 level or above. Same as JMC:3445, SPAN:3020.

LAS:3104 Immigration Politics 3 s.h.
United States immigration policy and political consequences
of Latina/o/x population growth; contrast of political
experiences of Latina/o/x with groups and ideals of democratic
political systems; analyses of past immigration policies;
studies of public opinion, voter turnout, and campaign tactics.
Same as LATS:3104, POLI:3104.

LAS:3215 Medellin 3 s.h.
Medellin, Colombia has been transformed from one of the
most violent places on Earth to an award-winning city of
innovation in only 20 years; introduction to the city and

its people through literature, music, and a digital map

project. Taught in Spanish. Requirements: at least one course
numbered SPAN:2000 or above. Same as SPAN:3215.

LAS:3225 Latin American Women Writers

Focus on long tradition of strong female writers in Latin
America; materials may include poetry, theater, fiction, and
essay from the Spanish-speaking countries of Mexico, Central
America, South America, and Brazil. Taught in Spanish.
Requirements: at least one course taught in Spanish at the
2000 level or above. Same as SPAN:3225.

LAS:3290 Topics in Cinema and Society 3 s.h.
Film and cultural history of one Latin American nation. Taught
in Spanish. Requirements: at least one course taught in
Spanish at the 2000 level or above. Same as SPAN:3290.

LAS:3310 Spanish American Short Story 3 s.h.
Works by 19th- and 20th-century Spanish American writers;
emphasis on reading strategies and historical, cultural, literary
backgrounds. Requirements: at least one course taught in
Spanish at the 2000 level or above. Same as SPAN:3310.

LAS:3501 Rebel Island: A History of Cuba 3 s.h.
Cuban society and revolutionary movements since the late
colonial period, including the years since 1959. Same as
HIST:3501.

LAS:3502 A Journey Through Mexico's Past: From
Tenochtitlan to Independence

Mexican history from early human migrations and pre-
Hispanic civilizations to Spanish colonization and the War

for Independence; students will explore Indigenous codices,
colonial records, and global connections, while analyzing how
diverse people shaped Mexico's past; emphasis is placed on
historical methods, critical reading of sources, and developing
original research on precolonial and colonial Mexico. Same as
HIST:3502, NAIS:3502.

3 s.h.

3 s.h.

3 s.h.


https://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/spanish-portuguese/
https://catalog.registrar.uiowa.edu/liberal-arts-sciences/spanish-portuguese/

2 Latin American Studies Courses (Spanish and Portuguese)(LAS)

LAS:3504 Revolution and Resilience: Mexico From
Independence to Today 3 s.h.
Mexico's political, economic, and social transformation from
independence in 1821 to the present; examine key challenges
such as nation-building, foreign intervention, revolution,

and modernization; students will analyze Mexico's complex
relationships with the United States and other global powers,
as well as its rich cultural diversity shaped by Indigenous,
European, African, and Asian influences across the 19th and
20th centuries. Same as HIST:3504.

LAS:3508 Disease and Health in Latin American

History 3 s.h.
Survey of major topics in Latin American history in relation

to development of medicine and public health. Same as
GHS:3508, HIST:3508.

LAS:3515 Introduction to Modern Latin America 3 s.h.
Introduction to modern history of Latin America from
independence movements of the early 19th century to
present; topics include race and ethnicity, slave emancipation,
gender, labor relations, and foreign interventions; exploration
of relationship between economic, social, and political
structures over time to explain difference and commonality
between Latin American people and societies; focus on

topics pertaining to histories of Mexico, Central America, the
Caribbean, and South America. Same as HIST:3515.

LAS:4390 Topics in Spanish American Literature 3 s.h.
Taught in Spanish. Requirements: one literature or culture
course in Spanish numbered SPAN:3200 or above. Same as
SPAN:4390.

LAS:4700 Latin American Studies Seminar 3-4 s.h.
Examination of past, present, and future of Latin America;
interdisciplinary. Taught in English. Same as ANTH:4700,
HIST:4504, PORT:4700, SPAN:4900.

LAS:4925 Topics in Film Narrative 3 s.h.
Exploration of relationship between film narratives and social
systems. Taught in English. Same as SPAN:4925.

LAS:4990 Independent Project in Latin American
Studies arr.
Independent work completed under the supervision of Latin
American studies faculty.



